
MARCH 2017 
CLARION CONNECTION  
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
201 3RD AVENUE NE 
CLARION, IA 50525 
 

Pastor: Rev. Mike Gudka 
Church Phone: 515-532-2845 
Pastor Mike’s cell: 515-835-7847 
Email: pastormikegudka@gmail.com 
Website: www.clarionumc.com 
 
Secretary: Jodi Kraft 
Office Hours: Monday - Friday 8:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon 
Email: jodi@clarionumc.com 
 
Church Treasurer: Sam Moore 
Financial Secretary: Jodi Kraft  
Church Council Chair: Carol Townsend   
 
Custodian: Tim Wesenburg 
Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday - afternoons, Wednesday off 

    
Facebook Page  https://www.facebook.com/ClarionFirstUnitedMethodistChurch/. 
Make sure and "like" this Facebook Page so you can stay up to date on happenings around the Church! 

 

March Hosts – 
Traditional Service (8:30 a.m. – 9:30 a.m.)                     Contemporary Service (10:45 a.m. – Noon) 
 5th and 19th - Cindy and Doug Riley    Staci and Tony Miller 
 12th and 26th Deb and Gary Keller 

 
March Liturgist – Cindy Riley 

 
COMMUNION STEWARDS for March:  

Traditional service: Shelley and Tim Fletcher 
Contemporary service: Ania and Joel Renteria 
 
The Communion Steward Committee is asking for Communions Stewards for 2017.  Serving Communion is a 
simple, easy and wonderful opportunity to serve our Church. The listing of Communion Sundays is on the table 
at the back of the Sanctuary.  Please take a moment and select a Sunday or two to serve Communion. If you 
have not served before, those on our Communion Committee will be glad to help you with any questions.  We 
are Carol Townsend, Donna Miller, Deb Keller and Ania Renteria. Please give this request your prayerful 
consideration. 

 
GREETERS FOR MARCH: 
Traditional Service (8:30 a.m.) 5th and 12th – Melvene Nickles 

19th and 26th - Agnes Hendrickson 
 
 

Your Giving Makes a Difference  
Last week: $2,984 (2-19-2017), Needed weekly: $4,664 
Year-to-date: $23,481, Needed year-to-date: $37,312 

http://www.clarionumc.com/
https://www.facebook.com/ClarionFirstUnitedMethodistChurch/


 

 

March 2017 Newsletter 
On March 1 at the Ash Wednesday service at 7:00 PM, we officially enter the preparation period of 

Lent. We have two preparation periods on the Christian Calendar. The first is Advent, which leads up to 
Christmas. The word “Advent” essentially means “big event.” So during Advent, we celebrate the coming of our 
incarnate God bursting into our world as a little baby. 
 

The second preparation period is Lent. And it is pretty much the exact opposite of Advent. Lent is a 
period of serious reflection and not much celebration. It is a time when we try and wrap our minds around 
having a God that loves us so much that He would die for us. Now don’t get me wrong. There will be time of 
celebration.  But this occurs on the 50 days of Easter that come after the preparation period of Lent. 
 

One of the early Church fathers, Tertullian, was a lawyer by trade.  And Shirley C. Guthrie presented 
an image of Tertullian’s view of what happened on the cross in his book “Christian Doctrine.”  Tertullian saw 
God as both justice and holiness AND love and forgiveness. 

“The wrathful Judge looks over the desk and pronounces the death sentence, but the death of Christ for 
us means that the Judge then goes around to the other side of the desk to accept the sentence on 
behalf of those who deserve it. The Judge rules with harsh, uncompromising justice that the debt to law 
and order must be paid – then the Judge pays the fine. The holy God thunders that a sacrifice must be 
made to atone for human sin – then makes a self-sacrifice.” 

 
Of course this is not the only image of what happened on the cross, and many people struggle with 

seeing God as being filled with perfect and divine wrath and justice. And in this image, God is also filled with 
perfect and divine love and forgiveness for those who choose to believe in Christ and repent of their sins.   
 

I offer this example as one to ponder during Lent. For me, the Bible makes it clear that God the Father 
is perfectly holy and nothing with even the slightest amount of sin can exist in His presence. One Christian 
theologian described it this way, “Every sin, no matter how small, is a cosmic act of treason against God.”  
This theologian echoes Paul’s view that we have all sinned and all are condemned to die. And I contrast this 
perfect holiness with God the Son who freely decides to offer us a way out, a way to atone or pay for our sin by 
giving His own sinless life. In other words, yes we are all sinners, and yes if we got what we deserved we 
would all be cast into Hell. But God loves us too much and wants us to be reconciled to Him. So He gives us 
the free-will to decide to be with Him by believing in Jesus Christ. And God does not want robots; He wants us 
to truly love Him. So God also gives us the freedom to choose to be eternally apart from Him. 
 

Those that decide to stand against God, should fear Him. Those that stand with God through our belief 
in Christ have no reason to fear God at all. Instead, we are free to love Him and free to love others. 
 

Whether you agree with this image or not, I offer it up as one image to help us begin to grasp the love 
and forgiveness that was offered to everyone by what occurred on the cross. And I encourage you to use this 
image, or any other image you would prefer, to prepare yourself for Easter. 
 

And remember, we are not a Christmas people. Instead we are an Easter people. What happened on 
that day over 2,000 years ago is at the center of what it means to be saved, to be forgiven, and to be set free 
to be with God for all eternity. And the love that was expressed for each and every one of us is simply so great 
it is hard to grasp. 
 
God bless, 
Pastor Mike 
 
 



 

 

 
 

************************************************************* 

March Birthdays and Anniversaries 

  
 3 – Amy Krueger, Jeremy Abbas, Mara McLaughlin, Sophia McLaughlin 
 4 – Dane Friesleben 
 7 – Marilyn and Karl Olsen 
 9 – Ruth Bohy, Mary Lester, Noah Maxheimer, Elizabeth and Nick McOllough 
10 – Melissa Hansen, Cole Kirstein, Cindy Riley 
12 – Mike Mechem 
13 – Martha Busick, Alec Martin, Adolph Meinders, Deanna and Kevin Lehman 
14 – Melissa Hackley 
15 – Alison Rier 
18 – Gary Anderson 
19 – Alivia Kirstein 
20 – Blake Jackson, Kelly Leist 
21 – Marilyn Mechem 
22 – Luke McLaughlin 
23 – Boone Ott, Zion Marshall 
24 – Carolyn Bowman 
26 – Dean Kirstein 
27 – Lisa Hagie 
28 – Madden Johnson 
29 – Kyle Disney, Codie Jane Warnke 
30 – George Disney, Barb Edwards 
 

Happy Birthday and Happy Anniversary to all! 
  Note: If your birthday or anniversary is not listed, or we have the date wrong,  
  Please contact the church secretary. 
 
****************************************************************************************************** 

SUNSHINE VISITS -  
If someone is ill or in the hospital and would like Pastor Mike to make a Sunshine Visit to them, please let him 
or the office know. We don’t always know when someone is in need of him visiting. 
 
********************************************************************************************* 
Christian Lending Library - Iowa Religious Media Resources (IRMS) 
Did you know that through Clarion UMC, you have access to a Christian Lending Library located in Des 
Moines? And the best part is, they will send the material to you through the mail. As a Church we pay an 
annual subscription to Iowa Religious Media Sources (http://www.irms.org/) and many of our church attendees 
take advantage of this resource. They have lots of material for individuals and groups from books, to CDs, to 
DVDs, to Bible study materials. Just go to their website, look under "Quick Links." And click on "Search the 
Catalog." And of course you can call them for ideas at 515-277-2920. All you need is our Church name, 
address, and phone number to check out resources. 
******************************************************************************************************************* 

http://www.irms.org/
tel:(515)%20277-2920


 

 

 
Iowa United Methodist Foundation Scholarships are available until March 15, 2017. If you need 
information, please contact Jodi in the Church office for application information, etc. 

 

 
Life Serve of Iowa (blood drive) will be at the Clarion United Presbyterian Church on Tuesday, March 7 from 
2-6 p.m. for a blood drive. If you can donate, please call 1-800-287-4903 to set up an appointment or come 
when you can as a walk in. Blood is always needed. 
**************************************************************************** 

March Calendar 
Wednesday, March 1 -  
  8:30 a.m. Bibles and Bikes 
   3:30 p.m. G3 
  3:30 p.m. CHICKS 
  5:30 p.m. Wolves 
  6:00 p.m. Youth Group Team meeting 
  6:00 p.m. Praise Team practice 
  7:00 p.m. Ash Wednesday Service 
  No Education Team meeting 
Thursday, March 2 –  

 5:00 p.m. 2nd year Webelos 
 6:00 p.m. 1st year Webelos 

Friday, March 3 – World Day of Prayer, Service at The Meadows Dining area 2:00 p.m. 
Sunday, March 5 – Communion Sunday 
  8:30 a.m. Traditional Service 
  9:30 a.m. Sunday school and Confirmation 
 10:45 a.m. Contemporary Service 
Monday, March 6 
  3:30 – 6:00 p.m. Hiz Kidz 
Tuesday, March 7 
 2:00 – 6:00 p.m. Blood drive at UPC  

5:00 p.m. Tigers 
Wednesday, March 8 
  8:30 a.m. Bibles and Bikes 
  6:00 p.m. Praise Team practice 
  6:00 p.m. Missions, Outreach and Evangelism Team meeting (MOE) 
  6:00 – 8:00 p.m. Youth Group 
  7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir practice 
  8:00 p.m. Worship Team meeting 
Thursday, March 9 
  7:00 p.m. SPRC meeting 
Saturday, March 11 
  7:30 a.m. His Men 
Sunday, March 12  
  8:30 a.m. Traditional Service 
  9:30 a.m. Sunday school and Confirmation 
 10:45 a.m. Contemporary Service 
Monday, March 13 
  3:30 – 6:00 p.m. Hiz Kidz 



 

 

Tuesday, March 14 
  5:30 p.m. Girl Scouts 
  5:30 p.m. Bears 
Wednesday, March 15 
  Newsletter Articles Due 
  8:30 a.m. Bibles and Bikes 
  3:30 p.m. G3 
  3:30 p.m. CHICKS 
  No Grace Stockwell 
  No Isabella Thoburn 
  5:30 p.m. Wolves 
  6:00 p.m. Praise Team practice 
   6:30 p.m. Trustees meeting 
  7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir practice 
Thursday, March 16 
  5:00 p.m. 2nd year Webelos 
  6:00 p.m. 1st year Webelos 
Sunday, March 19 
   8:30 a.m. Traditional Service 
  9:30 a.m. Sunday school and Confirmation 
 10:45 a.m. Contemporary Service 
Monday, March 20 
  3:30 – 6:00 p.m. Hiz Kidz 
  7:00 p.m. Lydia Circle 
Wednesday, March 22 
  8:30 a.m. Bibles and Bikes 
  2:00 p.m. Outreach at The Meadows 
  5:30 p.m. Finance meeting 
  6:00 p.m. Praise Team practice 
  6:00 – 8:00 p.m. Youth Group 
  No Chancel Choir practice 
  7:00 p.m. Church Council meeting 
Thursday, March 23  
  5:30 p.m. Blue and Gold Banquet 
Saturday, March 25 
  7:30 a.m. His Men 
Sunday, March 26 
  8:30 a.m. Traditional Service 
  9:30 a.m. Sunday school and Confirmation 
 10:45 a.m. Contemporary Service 
Monday, March 27 
  3:30 – 6:00 p.m. Hiz Kidz 
Tuesday, March 28 
 5:30 p.m. Bears 
Wednesday, March 29 
 8:30 a.m. Bibles and Bikes 
 6:00 p.m. Praise Team practice 
 7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir practice 
Friday, March 31 
 2:30 p.m. BINGO for Quarterly Committee 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
 
Ash Wednesday, March 1, 7:00 PM 
Lent is a period of reflection and quiet self-denial. And the period of Lent always starts with Ash 
Wednesday. Join us for this simple and short worship service as we reflect on the powerful work that Christ did 
for us, while we were still sinners. It will be a traditional Ash Wednesday service with the imposition of ashes. 



 

 

********************************************************************* 
Wednesday Evening Nursery Care Offered by Appointment Only 
Missy Hansen leads our efforts to provide nursery care on Wednesday evenings. But on several occasions she 
has been here and there were no kids that needed the nursery. To help Missy better manage her volunteer 
time, we will ONLY offer the nursery on Wednesday evenings by pre-arranged appointment. In other words, if 
you need nursery care on Wednesday evenings to attend a Church meeting or Church function, you must 
pre-arrange this with Missy. And of course, please give her plenty of advanced notice. And if things change 
and you no longer need the nursery, please call Missy and let her know. Missy's email address 
is misslibrarygirl@outlook.com.  And her cell phone is 816-383-3340. 
*************************************************************** 

 March 2017  

 I’ve looked back over the notes I’ve written for March for the last several years. It seems each year we 
were facing cold, snowy weather. Today is Valentine’s Day and we couldn’t ask for a better day. Sunny, warm 
and very non-winter like. Of course, this is Iowa, so by the time you read this note the weather may be more 
typical! 
 Sometimes our lives can be much like the weather. Sunny and warm one day and cold and bitter the 
next. As you examine your Faith journey, are you finding ups and downs? Warm and enthusiastic one day and 
cold and disinterested the next? Are you growing and reaching higher in your journey or has your path become 
disjointed and nonproductive? 
 If you need a change of scenery, why not pick up a book and join our book club. We neet once a month 
and read interesting books that challenge our thinking and produce inspiration and discussion. Check with 
Nancy Nail to get a copy of our latest selection. 
 Maybe you would prefer a Bible Study or devotional group. We have those to offer also. Devotions 
meet each Wednesday in the lower level of the church at 8:30 a.m. Several Bible studies are occuring 
frequently throughout the year. Check with Pastor Mike or me about getting involved in one of those. 
 We have adult Sunday school classes that fellowship together each week. We are expanding our study 
of The Story. Discussion has lead to a greater understanding and appreciation of how God’s plan has been 
unfolding over the generations. There is something for every age group. Consider joining one of those groups. 
 We always need people to be more involved in the Sunday worship and church committees. Greet, 
Usher, Sing, to be a Liturgist or Communion Steward. Help with the Youth Groups. Use your strengths to 
Glorify God with your service. 
 The Kitchen Refurbishing Committee has been looking at kitchens in some churches in the area. We 
want to make some updates in our own church kitchen. We have added a dishwasher and refrigerator in the 
last few years but most of the kitchen dates back to when the church was built in the 1940’s. Most of us have 
found a need to update our own kitchens in the last 70 years and the church is no exception. How we use the 
kitchen is not the same as it was in 1945 but it still gets lots of use. I will try to keep you informed as we move 
forward with this project. If you have questions or ideas, please give me a call. 
 Here are a few things you might want to put on your calendar: 
  March 3 – World Day of Prayer. Held at the Meadows Dining area, 2:00 p.m. 
 
  March 13 – Guided Educational Experience:  

“Race: The Power of an Illusion”. Held at Trinity UMC, Fort Dodge, 8:45 a.m. – 3:45 p.m. 
  
  March 16 – Mission Study:  

“Climate Justice”. Held at Gilmore City Faith UMC, 9:00 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. 
 
 The Bible verse for March is Philippians 4:4-5 “Be glad in the Lord always! Again I say, be glad! Let 
your gentleness show in your treatment of all people. The Lord is near.” 
 As you go about your month, in all things remember to live simply. Love generously. Care deeply. 
Speak kindly. Leave the rest to God! 
        Have a great month! 
        Carolyn Bowman 

mailto:misslibrarygirl@outlook.com
tel:(816)%20383-3340


 

 

United Methodist Women have NEW cards for sale in the Fireside Room. The cards are marked on 
the end of the box. You may leave your money with the secretary or put it in a pew envelope on Sunday 
morning, mark it as such and put envelope in the offering plate. Thank you. 
****************************************************************** 
 
The UMW orders “Upper Room” daily devotional books for use by Church members, if you would like an 
“Upper Room” they are on the shelves at the back of the Sanctuary or on the spinner at the top of the stairs in 
the Education Wing. If you would like to make a Free-Will donation, please indicated on an envelope and place 
in the offering plate. 
************************************************************************************* 
 
Biblical Resources that are Uniquely Wesleyan (Methodist) 
Here is an outstanding website for strongly Biblical and uniquely Wesleyan 
resources:  http://www.seedbed.com/ . In addition to offering a store where you can purchase resources, this 
website contains lots of free resources. Check out the "Collectives" and "Podcasts" for some great support for 
your Christian journey. This website is maintained by Asbury Theological Seminary. They are a strong 
Bible-based seminary that educates over 1/3 of all UMC Pastors. Besides that, a lot of their stuff is just plain 
fun! 
************************************************************************************* 
 
Remember to Recycle 
Let's help the church and the environment. We are collecting cereal bags, and oral care items-such as 
toothbrushes, empty toothpaste tubes, empty floss containers, plus the plastic packaging that they come in. 
The church gets a donation for the items that are collected. The more we collect the more money the church 
receives. Let's see how much we can help the church and environment. You can also encourage friends and 
relatives to contribute. There is a gray recycle tub in the narthex of the church to place the items in.  
***************************************************************************************** 
 
The Story - Extra Books Available 
When we were planning for The Story, we didn't know how many adults that attended Sunday school would 
purchase the book. So we purchased an extra supply for those that might not want to purchase one. To our 
amazement, many, many adults purchased their own copy! Praise be to God! As a result, we have many extra 
books that we need to sell. These are located in the back of the sanctuary. We are offering these for two books 
for $10 or four books for $15. Easter is coming and what better gift to give than The Story! Please make note 
on an offering envelope that you are purchasing The Story and how many. 
******************************************************************************************** 
 
Youth retreats – Calling all 6th to 8th graders! Join us for a weekend of Praise Band, Small Group sessions, 
Live concert, Speakers, Camp activities, Hands on Mission project, games, delicious food, movie and more! 
October 27 – 29. Wesley Woods Camp & Retreat Center, Indianola, Iowa. For questions contact Deke Rider 
deker@wesleywoodsiowa.org or 515-480-8962.  

**************************************************************************** 
 

Summer camps – Please contact Jody Johnson and/or Tana Boyington to look over the 
Summer Camps booklet. Several camps available for all age groups.  
************************************************************************* 
 

http://www.seedbed.com/
mailto:deker@wesleywoodsiowa.org


 

 

Winter weather Church closings: If we have winter weather on a weekday that requires us to close the Church 
and cancel all activities, please always remember, “If the school district is closed then we are closed.” So if the 
school district closed for weather issues, then ALL activities and committee meetings at the Church will be 
canceled. As for the possibility of canceling worship service on Sunday a.m., closings will be announced in two 
places. The first is on KJYL Christian Radio’s website at www.KJYL.org (100.7 on the radio). The second is 
that you can listen to KQWC (95.7 on the radio) - Webster City (please note that they only accept cancellation 
phone calls on Sunday mornings after 9:00 a.m. So the announcement will be a little later in the morning. You 
can also check the Church’s Facebook page.  

http://www.kjyl.org/

