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******************************************************************* 
Sunday Teachings are Now Online 
If you want to see the past Sunday teachings please go to our website and click on “Teachings” at 
www.clarionumc.com  
 
****************************************************************** 

SUNSHINE VISITS -  
If someone is ill or in the hospital and would like Pastor Mike to make a Sunshine Visit to them, please let him 
or the office know. We don’t always know when someone is in need of him visiting. 
 
********************************************************************************************* 

 
Life Serve of Iowa (blood drive) will be at the Clarion United Presbyterian Church on Tuesday, February 5 from 
1-6 p.m. for a blood drive. If you can donate, please call 1-800-287-4903 to set up an appointment or come 
when you can as a walk in. Blood is always needed. 

********************************************************************* 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Your Giving Makes a Difference  
Last week: $1,765 (1-20-2019), Needed weekly: $3,942 
Year-to-date: $14,037, Needed year-to-date: $15,768 

http://www.clarionumc.com/
https://www.facebook.com/ClarionFirstUnitedMethodistChurch/
http://www.clarionumc.com/


 

 

   February 2019 Newsletter Article 
You may or may not be aware, but the institution of The United Methodist Church is in complete disarray – if I were to put 
it gently. Or about ready to implode – if I were to put it more clearly. Let me share what is happening. 
 
Within the UMC, the only group that can change the theology or the rules of our Church that are found within our “Book of 
Discipline” is by a majority vote in a General Conference. Normally, a General Conference is held every four years, with 
about 800 to 900 delegates in attendance from around the world. The number of delegates each Annual Conference can 
send is determined by the Annual Conference’s percentage of the total membership of the United Methodist Church. One-
half of the delegates are pastors and the other half are lay people. And today, there is one issue that at first appears to be 
the main issue that is tearing us apart. What everyone is talking about is the issue of same-sex marriage. And this issue 
has become so divisive a Special Conference has been called to deal with this single issue and it will be held in St. Louis 
on February 23-26, 2019. 
 
Here is a little background. In 1972, the UMC established our stance on this issue. And it is found in our Book of Discipline 
as follows:  “The United Methodist Church acknowledges that all persons are of sacred worth…All people may attend its 
worship services, participate in its programs, receive the sacraments and become members in any local church in the 
connection…The practice of homosexuality is incompatible with Christian teaching.  Therefore self-avowed practicing 
homosexuals are not to be certified as candidates, ordained as ministers, or appointed to serve in The United Methodist 
Church…Ceremonies that celebrate homosexual unions shall not be conducted by our ministers and shall not be 
conducted in our churches.” And although this issue has come up every four years in every single General Conference 
since 1972, our stance has not changed. 
 
The UMC in the US has declined in membership. While at the same time, areas such as Africa and Asia have grown by 
leaps and bounds. As a result, the people with an Evangelical theology have increased. The people with a Progressive or 
a new theology that support an acceptance of same-sex marriage have come to realize that their time has passed to be 
able to obtain a majority vote to change our doctrine. As a result of this realization, the Progressives have turned to flat-
out disobedience. Those with a Progressive theology have simply ignored Church Law and conducted same-sex 
weddings on Church property. And with many of the US Bishops also having a Progressive theology, no or very little 
disciplinary action has taken place. And this lack of accountability has emboldened other progressive pastors to do the 
same.   
 
Keep in mind that progressives only make up about 3% of our denomination. Yet, they are pushing the entire Church to 
the brink of an all-out schism. At both the Annual Conferences and the General Conferences we are faced with protestors 
with Progressive theologies pushing their way onto the floor of the Conference bringing to a halt the work of the Annual 
and General Conferences (many of whom are not even United Methodist or Christian), breaking artwork on the 
Conference floor, gathering in large groups and laying on the floor to block entryway doors, shouting, and being just plain 
bullies. And yes, things like this happen right here at our Iowa Annual Conference each and every year. Progressives will 
force themselves in front of delegates while carrying signs that say things like, “Remember, Jesus Had Two Dads.” And 
for those that stand to speak in support of the Bible and our 2,000 year old theology, many times they can find themselves 
being booed, surrounded, called uneducated or stupid, and shamed by being told that they are hateful. Although 
progressives are in the minority in the UMC, their bullying tactics are used to silence discussion and have brought the 
UMC to the brink of disintegration.   
 
I know that I have not made this a major topic in our Church in Clarion and I have tried to keep us out of this distraction 
and focused on the work of Christ; but with the upcoming Special Conference and the impact it might have upon our local 
Church, my time relative silence has now ended. And this means is that you too must come to terms with what is 
happening and what might happen at the end of February. 
 
But my friends, never give up hope! In Christ, hope and God’s truth reigns supreme! Christ’s Church has faced great 
schisms before, and always came out stronger. 
 
Let me give you just one example. Below is an excerpt from the writings of a famous Christian theologian, St. Basil the 
Great. In the mid-300s AD, there arose a significant conflict in the Christian Church. You had one group led by Arius that 
fashioned a new Progressive theology called Arianism. Arianism basically denies the divinity of Christ, believes that there 
was a time when Christ did not exist, and as a result, they reject the Trinity. As the Church leaders came together to try 
and resolve the issue, the discussions became so heated that people where pushed and slapped in the face. Below is an 
excerpt from a Book that St. Basil wrote called “On the Holy Spirit” where in Chapter 30 St. Basil tries to describe how 



 

 

awful this conflict had become (the emphasis with italics, underlining, and bolding are mine). 
 
To what then shall I liken our present condition? It may be compared, I think, to some naval battle which has 
arisen out of time old quarrels, and is fought by men who cherish a deadly hate against one another, of long 
experience in naval warfare, and eager for the fight. Look, I beg you, at the picture thus raised before your eyes. 
See the rival fleets rushing in dread array to the attack. With a burst of uncontrollable fury they engage and fight it 
out. Fancy, if you like, the ships driven to and fro by a raging tempest, while thick darkness falls from the clouds 
and blackens all the scenes so that watchwords are indistinguishable in the confusion, and all distinction between 
friend and foe is lost. To fill up the details of the imaginary picture, suppose the sea swollen with billows and 
whirled up from the deep, while a vehement torrent of rain pours down from the clouds and the terrible waves rise 
high. From every quarter of heaven the winds beat upon one point, where both the fleets are dashed one against 
the other. Of the combatants some are turning traitors; some are deserting in the very thick of the fight; some 
have at one and the same moment to urge on their boats, all beaten by the gale, and to advance against their 
assailants. Jealousy of authority and the lust of individual mastery splits the sailors into parties which deal mutual 
death to one another. Think, besides all this, of the confused and unmeaning roar sounding over all the sea, from 
howling winds, from crashing vessels, from boiling surf, from the yells of the combatants as they express their 
varying emotions in every kind of noise, so that not a word from admiral or pilot can be heard. The disorder and 
confusion is tremendous, for the extremity of misfortune, when life is despaired of, gives men license for every 
kind of wickedness. Suppose, too, that the men are all smitten with the incurable plague of mad love of glory, so 
that they do not cease from their struggle each to get the better of the other, while their ship is actually sinking 
down into the deep…Harsh rises the cry of the combatants encountering one another in dispute; already all the 
Church is almost full of the inarticulate screams, the unintelligible noises, rising from the ceaseless agitations that 
divert the right rule of the doctrine of true religion, now in the direction of excess, now in that of defect…The 
institutions of the Gospel have now everywhere been thrown into confusion by want of discipline; there is an 
indescribable pushing for the chief places while every self-advertiser tries to force himself into high office. The 
result of this lust for ordering is that our people are in a state of wild confusion for lack of being ordered; [the 
exhortations of those in authority are rendered wholly purposeless and void, because there is not a man but, out 
of his ignorant impudence, thinks that it is just as much his duty to give orders to other people, as it is to obey 
anyone else…I was taught too by the children at Babylon (NOTE:  this is a reference to the Book of Daniel and 
the Fiery Furnace in which the three Jewish men were placed), that, when there is no one to support the cause of 
true religion, we ought alone and all unaided to do our duty. They from out of the midst of the flame lifted up their 
voices in hymns and praise to God, reeking not of the host that set the truth at naught, but sufficient, three only 
that they were, with one another. Wherefore we too are undismayed at the cloud of our enemies, and, 
resting our hope on the aid of the Spirit, have, with all boldness, proclaimed the truth. Had I not so done, it 
would truly have been terrible that the blasphemers of the Spirit should so easily be emboldened in their attack 
upon true religion, and that we, with so mighty an ally and supporter at our side, should shrink from the service of 
that doctrine, which by the tradition of the Fathers has been preserved by an unbroken sequence of 
memory to our own day. 
 

Now I began this article by saying, “And today, there is one issue that at first appears to be the main issue that is tearing 
us apart.” The reason I say ‘appears” is because the disagreement over same-sex marriage represents only the small 
10% tip of the iceberg that peaks above the surface of the ocean. Yes, same-sex marriage is getting all the press, but the 
real irreconcilable theological disagreements really are in the 90% of theological difference that is underneath the surface 
water and not generally being discussed. Let me provide you with just a few of these much more significant theological 
divides that are the true reason for this huge and growing schism. And as I do, please remember that there are both 
pastors and lay people right here in Iowa with these views. Many Progressives do not believe that Jesus was real; many 
Progressives believe Jesus was not and is not God (hum, does that sound familiar to St. Basil’s time?), many 
Progressives believe that everyone will go to heaven; many Progressives see the Bible as simply an ancient book; many 
Progressives do not believe in Hell; many Progressives do not believe in the Trinity; many Progressives believe that God 
is like a young person who is in the process of growing up, maturing, learning, and constantly changing His mind about 
what is right and wrong; and many Progressives look more like Hindus than Christians by allowing as many different types 
of god’s as you would like to have. In fact, I had a discussion with a Progressive church leader right here in Iowa about 
same-sex marriage. And in this discussion they said that they don’t want to stop with the issue of same-sex marriage.  
Instead, the long-term goal is to remove all restrictions to who one can marry (even age restrictions). And they eventually 
would like to see the concept of marriage completely done away with. This my friends is flat-out paganism. And yet this 
person continues to cause great unrest in our Christian denomination.   
 
Very simply, this is a battle over God’s truth as found in the Bible; verses the lies that come from the culture and Satan 
that constantly change with the times. 
 
In order to prepare us for how we are to move forward, I will be presenting a new teaching series that will run from 
February 17 through April 7 entitled, “The Truth vs. The Lie.”  And in this series you will be able to clearly see the 90% of 



 

 

the iceberg that is under the water and the true reasons for the enormous and growing schism. 
 
There are three plans that have been submitted for consideration at the Special Conference on February 23-26, 2019.  
Please keep in mind that any one of the three plans could be accepted as is, it could be amended, a completely different 
plan could be approved, and there is also the possibility that nothing will be decided and we could remain in the mess we 
are currently in. To help provide an overview for the three plans, please see the chart that is included in this newsletter.  
And you should know that my support is behind the “Modified Traditional Plan.” Once the Special Conference has 
completed its work, then we will prepare some Q&A sessions so that you can understand what decisions were made and 
provide you with the opportunity to provide the Church Council with feedback about how you feel we should respond.  
 
Above I said, “But never give up hope.  In Christ, hope and God’s truth reigns supreme!” I say this for several reasons.  
After St. Basil’s very tumultuous time in the mid-300s AD, the Holy Spirit took back control of Christ’s Church and the 
Nicene Creed was written to clearly define the Trinity and who Jesus really is. And after this tough time when the Church 
returned to God’s truth, the Church expanded throughout the Roman Empire and around the world. And I believe that we 
are in the midst of the Holy Spirit once again taking control of Christ’s Church. And those that remain true to God’s Word 
and let the Holy Spirit lead, will come out on the other side of this controversy much stronger, more grounded, and better 
able to take the true Gospel out to the world.   
 
Your local Clarion Church Council has taken steps to be informed regarding what is happening. And whatever comes out 
of the Special Conference later this month, we are not going to immediately overreact and make any knee-jerk decisions.  
Instead, we will wait for the facts, listen to the leading of the Holy Spirit, see what other evangelical UMC Churches decide 
to do, and then we will engage the entire congregation in helping us discern what we are called to do. My guess is that 
this discernment process will take up most of 2019. But once we are through it, we will be on solid ground with God and 
with God’s Word. So I want to encourage you to use this upcoming teaching series to get informed, stay in prayer, and 
know that God is still in control and His plan will move forward.   
 
And please, please, please let’s all work to immediately stop rumors. If you have a question, come and see me. 
 
Through the discernment process we will have here at the Clarion Church, we will all have the opportunity to provide input 
and work collectively to understand where the Holy Spirit is leading us. And I want you to remember that Christ’s Church 
here in Clarion will be the same you one you know and love. It will remain the same one that was built upon the work of 
the Saints in the past. And it will be the one that is thriving and growing today because of the Saints you know and 
recognize each Sunday. 
 
And I can tell you without any hesitation that the Holy Spirit has spoken to me and said that our Church here in Clarion 
has a very bright and powerful future!  
 
Please remember that our Church is not fueled by the name of the institution on the front of the building or on our 
letterhead. Institutions come and institutions go. But Christ’s true Church will be there until He returns and it will be 
victorious. Our Church in Clarion is fueled by the love we have for God and for others. It is guided by God’s Holy Word, 
the Bible. And it is led by the Holy Spirit. Our mission remains the same,“To know Jesus and Make Jesus Known. And we 
will accomplish this by Learning from the Bible, Living to Honor God, and Making Disciples of Jesus Christ.”   
 
You and I were not saved by the institution of the UMC. And I was not spiritually called to be a Pastor by the institution of 
the UMC. Instead, you and I have been called to shepherd Christ’s true Church through these challenging times. And 
believe it or not, God has us all right where He needs us to be. So let’s not get distracted and let’s work hard to keep the 
main thing, the main thing. Stay in prayer, draw closer to your Church family, and keep inviting people to come. And by all 
means, if you have questions, come and see me. 
 
God bless, 
Pastor Mike 

 
**************************************************************************************************** 

 
Friendly Reminder from Staff Parish Relations Committee 
     Please remember that Mondays are the one day a week that Pastor Mike tries to save for rest and 
recuperation. In the event that an emergency, Pastor Mike would still like for you to contact him. 
 
**************************************************************************** 
 
 



 

 

February Hosts – 8:30 a.m. Traditional – Janet Hennigar and Agnes Hendrickson 
      10:45 a.m. Contemporary –  
              February 3, 10, 17 – Jason Berning Family 
              February 24 – Tony Miller Family 

     ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~† † †~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
February Liturgist –  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~† † †~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
February Communion Stewards:  8:30 a.m. – Cindy Riley and Carol Townsend 
             10:45 a.m. – Ania and Joel Renteria 
 
We are in need of Communion Stewards for both services. Please sign-up on the Communion 
Stewards clipboard at the back of the Sanctuary. Thank you for prayerfully considering this need. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~† † †~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

February Calendar 
 Sunday, February 3 – Communion Sunday 
  8:30 a.m. Traditional Service 
  9:40 a.m. Sunday school 
10:45 a.m. Contemporary Service 
  6:00 p.m. DVD at The Meadows 
Tuesday, February 5 
  1:00 – 6:00 p.m. Blood drive at UPC 
  3:30 – 6:00 p.m. Hiz Kidz 
  6:00 p.m. 1st year Webelos 
  6:30 p.m. “Deep Love” class 
Wednesday, February 6 
  8:30 a.m. Bibles and Bikes 
  2:00 – 3:30 p.m. CHICKS 
  6:00 p.m. Praise Team practice 
  6:00 p.m. 2nd year Webelos 
  6:00 p.m. Youth Group Team meeting 
  7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir practice 
  7:00 p.m. Education Team meeting 
Friday, February 8 
  Noon – “Impact for Women”, contact Martha Martinez 
Saturday, February 9 
  3:00 p.m. Prayer Team meeting 
Sunday, February 10 
  8:30 a.m. Traditional Service 
  9:40 a.m. Sunday school 
10:45 a.m. Contemporary Service 
  2:30 p.m. Girl Scouts 
  5:00 p.m. “Beginnings” at Pizza Ranch 
  6:00 p.m. DVD at The Meadows 
  7:00 p.m. MOE 
Monday, February 11 
  5:00 p.m. Wolf and Bear Den meeting 
 
 



 

 

Tuesday, February 12 
  2:00 p.m. PEO meeting 
  3:30 – 6:00 p.m. Hiz Kidz 
  6:30 p.m. “Deep Love” class 
Wednesday, February 13 
  8:30 a.m. Bibles and Bikes 
  6:00 p.m. Praise Team practice 
  6:00 – 8:00 p.m. Youth Group 
  7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir practice 
  8:00 p.m. Worship Team meeting 
Thursday, February 14 
10:00 a.m. Communion at The Meadows 
  7:00 p.m. SPRC 
Saturday, February 16 
  3:00 p.m. Prayer Team meeting 
Sunday, February 17 
   8:30 a.m. Traditional Service 
   9:40 a.m. Sunday school 
10:45 a.m. Contemporary Service 
  6:00 p.m. DVD at The Meadows 
  6:30 p.m. Trustees meeting 
Monday, February 18 
  7:00 p.m. Lydia Circle 
Tuesday, February 19 
  3:30 – 6:00 p.m. Hiz Kidz 
  6:00 p.m. 1st year Webelos 
Wednesday, February 20 
  8:30 a.m. Bibles and Bikes 
  No Isabella Thoburn in February 
  2:00 – 3:30 p.m. CHICKS 
  6:00 p.m. Praise Team practice 
  6:00 p.m. 2nd year Webelos 
  No Chancel Choir practice 
Friday, February 22 
  9:00 a.m. Proteus Clinin 
  Noon – “Impact for Women”, contact Martha Martinez 
  2:30 p.m. BINGO for Quarterly Committee 
Saturday, February 23 
  3:00 p.m. Prayer Team meeting 
Sunday, February 24 
   8:30 a.m. Traditional Service 
   9:40 a.m. Sunday school 
10:45 a.m. Contemporary Service 
  6:00 p.m. DVD at The Meadows 
Monday, February 25 
  5:00 p.m. Wolf and Bear Den meeting 
  6:00 p.m. Women at The Well 
Tuesday, February 26 
  3:30 – 6:00 p.m. Hiz Kidz 
Wednesday, February 27 
  8:30 a.m. Bibles and Bikes 
11:00 a.m. Proteus Clinic 
  6:00 p.m. Praise Team practice 
  6:00 – 8:00 p.m. Youth Group 
  7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir practice 
 



 

 

Thursday, February 28 
  6:30 p.m. Boy Scouts Pack meeting 
 

************************************************************************ 

February Birthdays and Anniversaries 

  1 – Beth Clutter 
  2 – Deb Keller, Jody and Darren Johnson 
  3 -  Bo Disney 
  4 – Elizabeth Murphy, Jason Berning, Norah Fishburn 
  6 – Brett Hansen 
  8 – Tim Hennigar, Emalyn Nel 
  9 – Gabrielle Hackley 
10 – Casey Howell, Linda Rier 
12 – Linda and Terry Jackson 
13 – Jeremy Penning 
16 – Kaylyn Mechem 
17 – Johnathan Farwell, Kimberly Rauch 
18 – Pam Brockman, Zack Leist, Rodney Rauch 
19 – Kim Disney, Mary Mechem 
20 – Amber Bilyeu, Micki and Chad Disney 
21 – Ryan Morford, Haylee Fishburn 
22 – Larry Golden, Marlee Thompson 
24 – John Mechem, Martha and Stan Busick 
25 – Bob Herbst, Mark Hill, Morgan Middleton, Lesa Fishburn, Brenda and Fred Steenhard 
26 – Melinda Bilyeu, Connor Johnson, Kayleen Johnson, Meleah Johnson 
27 – Judy Kirstein 
28 – Alaina Friesleben, Chantelle Kinnetz 
 

Happy Birthday and Happy Anniversary to all! 
Note: If your birthday or anniversary is not listed, or we have the date wrong, 

  Please contact the church secretary. 
************************************************************************************* 

 

 
 
Feb 6 - Youth Ministry Team Meeting 
Feb 13 - Youth Group 
Feb 22-23 - Youth Group Winter Retreat 
Feb 27 - Youth Group 
 
YOUTH GROUP WINTER RETREAT!! 
February 22-23 @ First UMC 
Join us for fun, food, faith, and fellowship - you won't want to miss it!! More details coming soon - contact 
Emily, Allison, or Jody with questions. 
 

*************************************************************************** 



 

 

Sonshine Singers February Event – Thursday, February 14; Friday, February 15 at 7:00 p.m. Saturday, 
February 16 at 2:00 p.m. First United Methodist Church 127 North 10th Street, Fort Dodge. 
 
*************************************************************************** 
 
"Beginnings" is a Hit! 
As you may know, we have started a new worship service that is held at The Pizza Ranch. Because of the 
success of this service, we will now hold these services on a MONTHLY basis. The "Beginnings" gatherings 
will happen on the 2nd Sunday of each month at 5:00 PM at The Pizza Ranch in the Party Room. So the next 
gathering will be on the 13th in January. Beginnings is open to everyone, including the un-churched and 
youth. And feel free to bring your children. It is modeled after the services found in the early Christian Church 
with music and lots of open discussion and words of witness. 
 
********************************************************************* 
Walk the Church 
It might be cold outside, but we all need to keep up our walking routine. You are invited to “Walk the Church”. 
Monday through Friday from 8:00 a.m. – Noon. There are two walking routes and you can find a map on the 
back table of the Sanctuary. The first one remains on one floor and if you walk it four times, the distance is 1/4 
of a mile. The other is a little more strenuous and it involves walking two floors and two sets of stairs. And if 
you walk this route 5 times, the distance is 1/2 mile. Don't let the cold keep you from staying fit. Everyone is 
invited to "Walk the Church" this winter. 
 
********************************************************************* 
Weather Related Church Closings 
If the Church is going to be closed due to bad weather, please remember the following.   

 Monday through Friday: If the school is closed then the Church is closed.   

 Sunday: You can look on the Church's Facebook page, or listen to one of the following radio 
stations: KQWC 95.7 Webster City (the announcements do not go out until 9:00 AM on Sundays); KJYL 
100.7 Eagle Grove (they post closings on their website at kinshipradio.org).   
 

****************************************************************************************** 

 

 
 

http://kinshipradio.org/

