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******************************************************************* 
Sunday Teachings are Now Online 
If you want to see the past Sunday teachings please go to our website and click on “Teachings” at 
www.clarionumc.com  
 
****************************************************************** 

SUNSHINE VISITS -  
If someone is ill or in the hospital and would like Pastor Mike to make a Sunshine Visit to them, please let him 
or the office know. We don’t always know when someone is in need of him visiting. 
 
********************************************************************************************* 

 
Life Serve of Iowa (blood drive) will be at the Clarion United Presbyterian Church on Tuesday, April 2 from 1-6 
p.m. for a blood drive. If you can donate, please call 1-800-287-4903 to set up an appointment or come when 
you can as a walk in. Blood is always needed. 

********************************************************************* 
Friendly Reminder from Staff Parish Relations Committee 
     Please remember that Mondays are the one day a week that Pastor Mike tries to save for rest and 
recuperation. In the event that an emergency, Pastor Mike would still like for you to contact him. 
 
**************************************************************************** 

 
 

Your Giving Makes a Difference  
Last week: $2,388 (3-24-2019), Needed weekly: $3,942 

                    Year-to-date: $38,720, Needed year-to-date: $51,246 

http://www.clarionumc.com/
https://www.facebook.com/ClarionFirstUnitedMethodistChurch/
http://www.clarionumc.com/


 

 

   April 2019 Newsletter Article 
Despite the clear vote at the recent Special Conference to keep the United Methodist Church Biblically focused, the acts 
of disobedience have increased. Here are just a few examples: There are those that are claiming that money was given in 
exchange for votes, some are claiming that people voted that shouldn’t have been able to vote so a commission have 
been formed to investigate the allegations, the German Conference has declared that they would not follow the Traditional 
Plan that was passed, etc., etc., etc. 
 
Okay, let me move from the whirling mess and focus much more locally. 
 
For me personally, when I am working with our local Church in Clarion I simply could not be happier. Of we course we 
have our fair share of struggles, we don’t always agree, and we have some wonderful work ahead of us to become the 
Church that Christ needs us to be. But when I am working with the people within our Church, greeting new people that are 
coming, and working with people in this fantastic community and across out area, for me it is simply a wonderful privilege 
that I do not take for granted. Both Juliet and I absolutely love you all! 
 
I know that most of you do not see the daily deluge of emails, Facebook posts, and other forms of communication that 
stacks up on my desk demonstrating the incredible dysfunction of the United Methodist Church. And I know that many of 
you don’t have to attend meetings with people from the institution of the United Methodist Church where the distrust level 
simply could not get any higher. So when I have to interact on the institutional level, it is like sticking my hand in a meat 
grinder. It is simply horrible. 
 
As I pray for God to protect our Church and ask the Holy Spirit to continue to lead our efforts, I cannot help but ponder 
how much more we might be able to accomplish for the Kingdom of Christ if we were not connected to a dying, 
dysfunctional, and broken institution. Would we be better off connected to a growing, vibrant, Spirit-filled Church that is 
focused on doing what Christ calls us to do? Our to put it more simply, are we better off connected to a mess that draws 
energy away from us, or a movement that feeds us with the power of the Holy Spirit? 
 
Please know that these are just my personal random thoughts and questions; and that the Church Council is currently 
NOT debating if we should leave the United Methodist Church. 
 
With these thoughts bouncing around in my head, I came across an interesting article last week that I would like to share 
with you. While it is true that the main-line denominations are failing, it turns out that the Holy Spirit is thundering and He 
is doing something miraculous all across our country. When we get our focus out of a floundering, dysfunctional, and 
disobedient institution; we see something absolutely amazing. Something that we almost never hear about. And in seeing 
where the Holy Spirit is moving in our country, I ask myself, “So what might this mean to us?” 
 
I encourage you to read this article and be filled with hope! 
 
************************************************************************************************ 
 
New Harvard Research Says U.S. Christianity Is Not Shrinking, But Growing Stronger 
Is churchgoing and religious adherence really in ‘widespread decline’ so much so that conservative believers should suffer 
‘growing anxiety’? Absolutely not. 

By Glenn T. Stanton 
 
JANUARY 22, 2018 
 
“Meanwhile, a widespread decline in churchgoing and religious affiliation had contributed to a growing anxiety among 
conservative believers.” Statements like this are uttered with such confidence and frequency that most Americans accept 
them as uncontested truisms. This one emerged just this month in an exceedingly silly article in The Atlantic on Vice 
President Mike Pence. 
 
Religious faith in America is going the way of the Yellow Pages and travel maps, we keep hearing. It’s just a matter of 
time until Christianity’s total and happy extinction, chortle our cultural elites. Is this true? Is churchgoing and religious 
adherence really in “widespread decline” so much so that conservative believers should suffer “growing anxiety”? 
 
Two words: Absolutely not. 



 

 

New research published late last year by scholars at Harvard University and Indiana University Bloomington is just the 
latest to reveal the myth. This research questioned the “secularization thesis,” which holds that the United States is 
following most advanced industrial nations in the death of their once vibrant faith culture. Churches becoming mere 
landmarks, dance halls, boutique hotels, museums, and all that. 
 
Not only did their examination find no support for this secularization in terms of actual practice and belief, the researchers 
proclaim that religion continues to enjoy “persistent and exceptional intensity” in America. These researchers hold our 
nation “remains an exceptional outlier and potential counter example to the secularization thesis.” 
 
What Accounts for the Difference in Perceptions? 
How can their findings appear so contrary to what we have been hearing from so many seemingly informed voices? It 
comes down primarily to what kind of faith one is talking about. Not the belief system itself, per se, but the intensity and 
seriousness with which people hold and practice that faith. 
 
Mainline churches are tanking as if they have super-sized millstones around their necks. Yes, these churches are 
hemorrhaging members in startling numbers, but many of those folks are not leaving Christianity. They are simply going 
elsewhere. Because of this shifting, other very different kinds of churches are holding strong in crowds and have been for 
as long as such data has been collected. In some ways, they are even growing. This is what this new research has found. 
 
The percentage of Americans who attend church more than once a week, pray daily, and accept the Bible as wholly 
reliable and deeply instructive to their lives has remained absolutely, steel-bar constant for the last 50 years or more, right 
up to today. These authors describe this continuity as “patently persistent.” 
 
The percentage of such people is also not small. One in three Americans prays multiple times a day, while one in 15 do 
so in other countries on average. Attending services more than once a week continues to be twice as high among 
Americans compared to the next highest-attending industrial country, and three times higher than the average comparable 
nation. 
 
One-third of Americans hold that the Bible is the actual word of God. Fewer than 10 percent believe so in similar 
countries. The United States “clearly stands out as exceptional,” and this exceptionalism has not been decreasing over 
time. In fact, these scholars determine that the percentages of Americans who are the most vibrant and serious in their 
faith is actually increasing a bit, “which is making the United States even more exceptional over time.” 
 
This also means, of course, that those who take their faith seriously are becoming a markedly larger proportion of all 
religious people. In 1989, 39 percent of those who belonged to a religion held strong beliefs and practices. Today, these 
are 47 percent of all the religiously affiliated. This all has important implications for politics, indicating that the voting bloc 
of religious conservatives is not shrinking, but actually growing among the faithful. The declining influence of liberal 
believers at the polls has been demonstrated in many important elections recently. 
 
These Are Not Isolated Findings 
The findings of these scholars are not outliers. There has been a growing gulf between the faithful and the dabblers for 
quite some time, with the first group growing more numerous. Think about the church you attend, relative to its belief 
system. It is extremely likely that if your church teaches the Bible with seriousness, calls its people to real discipleship, 
and encourages daily intimacy with God, it has multiple services to handle the coming crowds. 
 
Most decent-size American cities have a treasure trove of such churches for believers to choose from. This shows no sign 
of changing. If, however, your church is theologically liberal or merely lukewarm, it’s likely laying off staff and wondering 
how to pay this month’s light bill. People are navigating toward substantive Christianity. 
 
The folks at Pew have been reporting for years that while the mainline churches are in drastic free fall, the group that 
“shows the most significant growth is the nondenominational family.” Of course, these nondenominational churches are 
99.9 percent thorough-blooded evangelical. Pew also notes that “evangelical Protestantism and the historically black 
Protestant tradition have been more stable” over the years, with even a slight uptick in the last decade because many 
congregants leaving the mainline churches are migrating to evangelical churches that hold fast to the fundamentals of the 
Christian faith. 
 
When the so-called “progressive” churches question the historicity of Jesus, deny the reality of sin, support abortion, 
ordain clergy in same-sex relationships and perform their marriages, people desiring real Christianity head elsewhere. 
Fact: evangelical churches gain five new congregants exiled from the liberal churches for every one they lose for any 
reason. They also do a better job of retaining believers from childhood to adulthood than do mainline churches. 
 
 



 

 

The Other Key Factor: Faithful People Grow More Children 
There is another factor at work here beyond orthodox belief. The University of London’s Eric Kaufmann explains in his 
important book “Shall the Religious Inherit the Earth?” (he says yes) that the sustaining vitality, and even significant per 
capita growth, of serious Christian belief is as firmly rooted in fertility as it is in faithful teaching and evangelism. Globally, 
he says that the more robust baby-making practices of orthodox Jews and Christians, as opposed to the baby-limiting 
practices of liberals, create many more seriously religious people than a secular agenda can keep up with. 
 
The growth of serious Christian belief is as firmly rooted in fertility as it is in faithful teaching and evangelism. 
 
Fertility determines who influences the future in many important ways. He puts it bluntly, “The secular West and East Asia 
are aging and their share of the world population declining. This means the world is getting more religious even as people 
in the rich world shed their faith.” 
 
Fertility is as important as fidelity for Christianity and Judaism’s triumph from generation to generation. Kaufmann 
contends, “Put high fertility and [faith] retention rates together with general population decline and you have a potent 
formula for change.” 
 
It comes down to this: God laughs at the social Darwinists. Their theory is absolutely true, but just not in the way they 
think. Those who have the babies and raise and educate them well tend to direct the future of humanity. Serious 
Christians are doing this. Those redefining the faith and reality itself are not. 
 
This why Orthodox theologian David Bentley Hart proclaimed in First Things, long before the proposal of the Benedict 
Option, that the most “subversive and effective strategy we might undertake [to counter the culture] would be one of 
militant fecundity: abundant, relentless, exuberant, and defiant childbearing.” The future rests in the hands of the fertile. 
 
What About All the Millennial Ex-Christians? 
But what about our young people? We are constantly hearing that young people are “leaving the church in droves,” 
followed by wildly disturbing statistics. This also requires a closer look at who is actually leaving and from where. Pew 
reports that of young adults who left their faith, only 11 percent said they had a strong faith in childhood while 89 percent 
said they came from a home that had a very weak faith in belief and practice. 
 
It’s not a news flash that kids don’t tend to hang onto what they never had in the first place. Leading sociologist of religion 
Christopher Smith has found through his work that most emerging adults “report little change in how religious they have 
been in the previous five years.” He surprisingly also found that those who do report a change say they have been more 
religious, not less. This certainly does not mean there is a major revival going on among young adults, but nor does it 
mean the sky is falling. 
 
Add to this Rodney Stark’s warning that we should not confuse leaving the faith with attending less often. He and other 
scholars report that young adults begin to attend church less often in their “independent years” and have always done so 
for as long back as such data has been collected. It’s part of the nature of emerging adulthood. Just as sure as these 
young people do other things on Sunday morning, the leading sociologists of religion find they return to church when they 
get married, have children, and start to live a real adult life. It’s like clockwork and always has been. However, the 
increasing delay among young adults in entering marriage and family is likely lengthening this gap today. 
 
More Americans Attend Church Now Than At the Founding 
What is really counter-intuitive is what Stark and his colleagues at the Baylor Institute for Studies of Religion found when 
looking at U.S. church attendance numbers going back to the days of our nation’s founding. They found that the 
percentage of church-attending Americans relative to overall population is more than four times greater today than it was 
in 1776. The number of attendees has continued to rise each and every decade over our nation’s history right up until the 
present day. 
 
The number of church attendees has continued to rise each and every decade over our nation’s history right up until the 
present day. 
 
People are making theological statements with their feet, shuffling to certain churches because they offer what people 
come seeking: clear, faithful, practical teaching of the scriptures, help in living intimately with and obediently to God, and 
making friends with people who will challenge and encourage them in their faith. To paraphrase the great Southern 
novelist Flannery O’Connor, if your church isn’t going to believe and practice actual Christianity, then “to hell with it.” This 
is what people are saying with their choices. 
 
Or as Eric Kaufmann asserts, “Once secularism rears its head and fundamentalism responds with a clear alternative, 
moderate religion strikes many as redundant. Either you believe the stuff or you don’t. If you do, it makes sense to go for 



 

 

the real thing, which takes a firm stand against godlessness.” 
 
If your Christianity is reconstituted to the day’s fashion, don’t be surprised if people lose interest in it. Few are seeking 2 
Percent Christianity. They want the genuine deal, and the demographics on religion of the last few decades unmistakably 
support the fact. 
 

Glenn T. Stanton is a Federalist senior contributor who writes and speaks about family, gender, and art, is the director of family 

formation studies at Focus on the Family, and is the author of eight books including "The Ring Makes All the Difference" (Moody, 

2011) and "Loving My LGBT Neighbor" (Moody, 2014). He blogs at glenntstanton.com. 
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**************************************************************************************************** 
 
April Hosts – 8:30 a.m. Traditional – Carolyn and Dennis Bowman 
                     10:45 a.m. Contemporary – Emily and Mark Bernhardt family 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~† † †~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
April Liturgist – Bud Young 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~† † †~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
April Communion Stewards:   
  8:30 a.m. – Donna Miller and Deb Keller 
 10:45 a.m. – Ania and Joel Renteria 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~† † †~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

April Calendar 
Monday, April 1 – 5:30 p.m. 2nd year Webelos 
Tuesday, April 2 – 1:00 – 6:00 p.m. Blood drive at UPC 
         3:30 – 6:00 p.m. Hiz Kidz 
         5:30 p.m. Women at The Well 
         6:00 p.m. 1st year Webelos 
Wednesday, April 3 - 8:30 a.m. Bibles and Bikes 
         2:00 – 3:30 p.m. CHICKS 
         6:00 p.m. Praise Team practice 
          6:00 p.m. 2nd year Webelos 
         6:00 p.m. Youth Group Team meeting 
                    7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir practice 
Thursday, April 4 – Set-up for Chrysalis 
Friday, April 5 – Chrysalis Flight here 
Saturday, April 6 – Chrysalis Flight here 
Sunday, April 7 – Communion Sunday 

Chrysalis Flight here 
  8:30 a.m. Traditional Service 
  9:40 a.m. Sunday school 
          10:45 a.m. Contemporary Service 
            6:00 p.m. DVD at The Meadows 
Monday, April 8 – 5:00 p.m. Wolf and Bear Den meeting 
Tuesday, April 9 – 3:30 – 6:00 p.m. Hiz Kidz 
        5:30 p.m. Women at The Well 
Wednesday, April 10 – 8:30 a.m. Bibles and Bikes 
     6:00 p.m. Praise Team practice 
     6:00 – 8:00 p.m. Youth Group 
     6:30 p.m. Finance Team meeting 



 

 

    7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir practice 
    8:00 p.m. Worship Team meeting 
Thursday, April 11 – 10:00 a.m. Communion at The Meadows 
   7:00 p.m. SPRC 
Saturday, April 13 – 4:00 p.m. Prayer Team meeting 
Sunday, April 14 – Palm Sunday 

      8:30 a.m. Traditional Service 
      9:30 – 10:45 a.m. Youth Group Brunch 

        9:40 a.m. Sunday school 
                 10:45 a.m. Contemporary Service 
         2:30 p.m. Girl Scouts 
                               4:00 p.m. Women at The Well 
         5:00 p.m. “Beginnings” at Pizza Ranch 
                    6:00 p.m. DVD at The Meadows 
         7:00 p.m. MOE 
Monday, April 15 – 7:00 p.m. Lydia Circle 
Tuesday, April 16 – 3:30 – 6:00 p.m. Hiz Kidz 
           6:00 p.m. 1st year Webelos 
Wednesday, April 17 – 8:30 a.m. Bibles and Bikes 
   2:30 p.m. Isabella Thoburn 
   2:00 – 3:30 p.m. CHICKS 
   6:00 p.m. Praise Team practice 
   6:00 p.m. 2nd year Webelos 
   7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir practice 
Thursday, April 18 – 7:00 p.m. Maundy Thursday service 
Friday, April 19 – Good Friday, Church office closed 
       9:00 a.m. Proteus Clinic 
       7:00 p.m. Good Friday Service 
Saturday, April 20 – 9:00 a.m. In The Zone, live simulcast for Men 
           4:00 p.m. Prayer Team meeting 
Sunday, April 21 – Easter Sunday 

8:30 a.m. Traditional Service 
  9:40 a.m. Sunday school 
          10:45 a.m. Contemporary Service 
            6:00 p.m. DVD at The Meadows 
            6:30 p.m. Trustees meeting 
            7:00 p.m. MOE 
Monday, April 22 – 5:00 p.m. Wolf and Bear Den meeting 
Tuesday, April 23 – 3:30 – 6:00 p.m. Hiz Kidz 
          5:30 p.m. Women at The Well 
Wednesday, April 24 – 8:30 a.m. Bibles and Bikes 
   1:00 p.m. Proteus Clinic 
   6:00 p.m. Praise Team practice 
   6:00 – 8:00 p.m. Youth Group 
   7:00 p.m. Church Council meeting 
   No Chancel Choir practice 
Thursday, April 25 – 6:30 p.m. Boy Scouts Pack meeting 
Friday, April 26 – 2:30 p.m. BINGO for Quarterly Committee 
Saturday, April 27 – 4:00 p.m. Prayer Team meeting 
Sunday, April 28 – 8:30 a.m. Traditional Service 
         9:40 a.m. Sunday school 
                  10:45 a.m. Contemporary Service 
         4:00 p.m. Women at The Well 
         6:00 p.m. DVD at The Meadows 
************************************************************************ 



 

 

April Birthdays and Anniversaries 

  3 – Max Smith 
  7 – Ben Morford 
10 – Parker Gniadecki, Jamie and Chance Wahl 
11 – Alan Beenken 
12 – Mateo Martinez, Kristal and Gary Anderson, Whitney and Dan Carey 
15 – Jodi and Roy Kraft 
16 – Louise Lester, Tanja Jensen 
18 – Maureen Elston, Sue Mechem 
20 – Jill Harrington 
21 – George Boyington, Bob Murphy, Avyn Morgan, Cindy and Doug Riley 
22 – Jim Moore, Jr.  
23 – Dixie Beenken, Holly and Steve Martin 
24 – Bridget Warnke, Carol Townsend 
25 – Mike Nail 
26 – Pam Harklau 
27 – Kay Brooks, Steve Jackson 
28 – Tara Berning, Sharon and Terry Evans 
30 – Karianne Johnson, Robin Meinders 
 
 

Happy Birthday and Happy Anniversary to all! 
Note: If your birthday or anniversary is not listed, or we have the date wrong, 

  Please contact the church secretary. 
************************************************************************************* 

 
Easter Lilies may be brought to the Church the week of April 8, please leave “in memory” information with Jodi 
in the Church office. 
************************************************************************************** 
 
Payoff the Audio/Visual Loan April 28 
As many of you know, the original amount of the new audio/visual equipment was $120,000. In three years, we 
only have $1,810 remaining. We are going to have a special offering at both services on April 28 to see if we 
can pay off this project. If we receive additional funds, we will apply these to our next big project which is the 
Kitchen Remodel Project. More information on this project will be coming in the next few months. Remember, 
your "Tithe" to the general budget always comes first. This is a special "Offering" where were celebrate God's 
love and overflowing abundance. Please be in prayer to see if God leads you to help the Church in this way. 

********************************************************************* 
"Beginnings" is a Hit! 
As you may know, we have started a new worship service that is held at The Pizza Ranch. Because of the 
success of this service, we will now hold these services on a MONTHLY basis. The "Beginnings" gatherings 
will happen on the 2nd Sunday of each month at 5:00 PM at The Pizza Ranch in the Party Room. So the next 
gathering will be on April 14. Beginnings is open to everyone, including the un-churched and youth. And feel 
free to bring your children. It is modeled after the services found in the early Christian Church with music and 
lots of open discussion and words of witness. 
 



 

 

Looking to Read a Good Book? 
Check out the book turn-style next to the choir room for some great books to read. There are all new books on 
the shelves, so see if anything interests you. And stretch those "brain muscles" with some great Christian 
books. 
 

***************************************************************************** 
CLARION FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES 
MARCH 13, 2019 
 

 The Church Council of the Clarion First United Methodist Church met on Wednesday, March 13, 2019 with 
thirteen members present: Carolyn Bowman, Dennis Bowman, Jerry Boyington, Tana Boyington, Cathy Farwell, Pastor 
Mike Gudka, Bob Herbst, Kent Kirstein, Jodi Kraft, Kari Jo Murray, Daniel Murray, Carol Townsend and Kathy Watts. 
 Chairperson, Carol Townsend called the meeting to order. Devotions were offered by Cathy. Carolyn asked to 
add Handicap Parking to the agenda. Jerry made a motion to adopt the amended agenda. Second by Kent. Voted on and 
carried. Tana made a motion to approve the minutes of the previous meeting. Second by Dennis. Kent presented the 
Treasurer’s Report. There was one correction. The $1,000 from UMW should be under assets instead of liabilities. Jerry 
made a motion to renew the line of credit at the bank. Second by Dennis. Voted on and carried. 
 Pastor Mike reported on the results from the Special Conference. The Traditional Plan was passed with a 
gracious exit plan. Parts of it are unconstitutional and will be revised. 
 Insurance coverage recommendations were presented. Bob made a motion to increase the sexual misconduct to 
the maximum. Second by Cathy. Voted on and carried. Dennis made a motion to purchase Cyber Liability Insurance. 
Second by Tana. Voted on and carried. Carolyn made a motion to increase the Property Value Insurance to 90% of the 
new estimated replacement cost. Second by Bob. Voted on and carried. 
 Pastor Mike presented a Resolution from the Board of Directors, Iowa Walk to Emmaus. No action was needed. 
He then mentioned several upcoming events. Pastor reported that worship is looking at Vision and Spiritual Steps for 
Worship Services with possibly a new deeper type of music. Pastor reported on the dates he is planning on being gone. 
 The next Church Council meeting will be April 24. 
 Carolyn brought up the fat that we may not need as many handicap parking spaces anymore. Trustees will check 
into it and see how many are used. 
 Pastor Mike asked that when the teams meet that they review the 5 year goals. Education – Tana reported they 
will meet next week. Memorial – Jodi reported there is no change. SPRC – Jerry reported that they haven’t needed to 
meet. Worship – Pastor reported that Angela has been working on a Spiritual Workshop and Easter Services. CHICKS – 
Kent reported that they are looking at working with the Church of Christ on a camp for area youth. Finance – Kent 
reported nothing else from what was reported in the Treasurer’s Report. MOE - Kari Jo and Daniel reported that they 
haven’t met but that Comedian Brad Stine will be presenting at both worship services plus an evening event on March 24. 
The simulcast “In the end zone” for men will be held April 20 at 9:00 a.m. They are also planning a work weekend at 
Beacon of Hope in Fort Dodge. Trustees – Pastor reported that they haven’t met but continue to work on the to-do list. 
UMW – Carolyn reported that the next event is the Salad Luncheon in May. Youth – Kent reported that the lock-in was 
postponed and may not be able to be rescheduled. They are still planning the meal fundraiser on Palm Sunday. 
 Pastor Mike reported that a business donated to the food pantry. 
 Cathy mentioned several concerns and close the meeting with prayer. 
  

Respectfully Submitted,  
Kathy Watts, Secretary 

********************************************************* 
 
Holy Week is Coming! 
This is the highest and holiest period for all Christians and it begins on Palm Sunday, April 14 where will have 
our two regular worship services and celebrate Jesus' arrival into Jerusalem with the waving of Palm 
Branches. Then we will continue to follow Jesus along His last Passover week on earth with a Cantata by our 
Choir on Holy Thursday at 7:00 PM. And we will celebrate Communion during the Holy Thursday service and 
this will be on the same night that the Disciples partook in the first Communion. And then don't miss the 
powerful Good Friday Service at 7:00 PM, as we enter into the darkness of Jesus' death on the cross. But the 
Good News is that death could not hold Jesus.  So we will have two fantastic Easter Sunday services at our 
regular times where we will tell the story of Resurrection Sunday through many songs and scriptures. Easter 
Sunday will once again be a very special worship service. So invite your family and friends and walk with Jesus 
all the way through every service during Holy Week. (There will not be Sunday school on Easter Sunday, as 
many spend this time gathering with family and friends.) 

*************************************************************** 



 

 

Upcoming dates to remember: 
 Sunday, April 14 – Palm Sunday, Youth Brunch 9:30 – 10:45 a.m. in Fellowship Hall 
 Thursday, April 18 – Maundy Thursday 
 Friday, April 19 – Good Friday 
 Sunday, April 21 – Easter Sunday 
 Saturday, April 27 and Sunday, April 28 – Mission Trip to “Beacon of Hope” in Fort Dodge, see below 
********************************************************************* 
Mission Trip to Beacon of Hope in Fort Dodge 
For many years, we have been committed to supporting The Beacon of Hope, a men's shelter in Fort 
Dodge. The next mission trip will be on Saturday, April 27, you can join us for an hour or all day, and we will 
leave at 9:00 AM from the Church and we will be back at the Church at around 7:00 PM. And on Sunday, April 
28 we will leave the Church at 10:30 AM and arrive back at the Church at around 7:00 PM. Here are areas that 
we need help:  cooking and serving lunch and dinner on these two days, cleaning, sorting, and/or construction. 
You can pick an area that you feel comfortable with. Again, you can come for an hour or two, or stay all day; 
and you work in the areas that you enjoy. This is a very flexible mission trip. Please sign-up on the clipboard in 
the back of the sanctuary and see if you can carpool. 
****************************************************************************** 

 

 
Upcoming dates: 
  SPRING BRUNCH, Palm Sunday, April 14th, 9:30 – 10:45 a.m. in Fellowship Hall. Free-will 
offering/Sponsored by Clarion UMC Youth Group. Come enjoy a delicious breakfast with a variety of tasty 
treats including: egg bakes, sweet rolls, cocktail sausages, fresh fruit, juice and coffee!! 
 
  YOUTH SUNDAY! Sunday, May 5 at the 10:45 a.m. Worship Service. Join us for a special service as the 
youth lead worship, share testimonials, and display their wonderful God-given talents. We will also be having 
our confirmation service, honoring our graduates, and recognizing our Sunday school teachers. This will be a 
Sunday you won’t want to miss! 
***************************************************************************** 
APRIL, MAY AND JUNE QUARTERLY COMMITTEE 
April Co-chairpersons: Carol Townsend 
    Donna and Rob Miller 
May Co-chairpersons: Kay and Roger Brooks 
    Pam Brockman 
June Co-chairpersons: Katy and Craig Warnke 
    Lynette and Dan Smith 
 
Additional Committee persons: 
 Sara and Jeremy Abbas  Joy Amonson    Sharon and Terry Evans 
 Shelley and Tim Fletcher  Brett and Ariel Hansen  Melissa Hansen 
 Sarah Hansen    Theresa and Jeff Hansen  Stacy Jackson 
 Carol and David Lesher  Linda and Kirk Rier   Jenna Anderson 
 Kristal and Gary Anderson  Sandra Larick    Pam and Kent Harklau 
 Linda and Terry Jackson  Marge Moore    Mary Lester 
 Ania and Joel Renteria  Jean and Jim Snively   Deb and Duane Adams 
 Laura Beenken   Chantelle Kinnetz   Kelly Leu 
 Mandi and Clint Middleton  Mary and Frank Mechem  Leroy Wicks 



 

 

 
 


