
MARCH 2021 
CLARION CONNECTION  
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
201 3RD AVENUE NE 
CLARION, IA 50525 
 

Pastor: Rev. Mike Gudka 
Church Phone: 515-532-2845 
Pastor Mike’s cell: 515-835-7847 
Email: pastormikegudka@gmail.com 
Website: www.clarionumc.com 

 
Secretary: Jodi Kraft 
Office Hours: Monday - Thursday 8:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon  
Email: jodi@clarionumc.com 
 
Church Treasurer: Sam Moore 
Financial Secretary: Jodi Kraft  
Church Council Chair: Bud Young  
 
Custodians: Carol Townsend and Juliet Gudka 
*********************************************************************** 
 
Keep up with Happenings in Our Church 
If you are a Facebook user, search for "Clarion First United Methodist Church" and join our page.  That way you will keep 
up with current happenings at our Church.  In addition, check out our website at https://www.clarionumc.com (no "f") and 
look at past teachings, see what is on the Church calendar, and lots more. 
****************************************************************** 
 
Friendly Reminder from Staff Parish Relations Committee 
     Please remember that Mondays are the one day a week that Pastor Mike tries to save for rest and recuperation. In the 
event that an emergency, Pastor Mike would still like for you to contact him. 
********************************************************************* 
 
New Birthday Ministry - Do We have your current address? 
We are starting a new Birthday Card Ministry and we hope to offer you a little love and recognition on your birthday. If you 
don't receive a birthday card, it could be because we don't have your date or birth, or we don't have your current address.  
Please contact Jodi in the Church office and make sure your information is correct. And when your big day comes around 
- HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 
****************************************************************************************** 
 
March Liturgist: Cathy and Jeff Farwell 
 
March Hosts: Lynette and Dan Smith 
 
******************************************************* 
NEW!  Way to Worship! 
We now offer three ways to join your Church family in worship. And our prayers are that you will stay connected with your 
Church home and find the worship service that works best for your situation: 

 In-Person Worship:  Sunday's at 10:30 AM with alternating worship styles - Social Distancing Policy is in place. 

 Recorded Worship:  This is available on our website by Tuesday of each Week at www.clarionumc.com. 

 NEW! Live-Streaming Worship: Join us live on our Facebook Page at 
https://www.facebook.com/ClarionFirstUnitedMethodistChurch/. 

Let's all stay connected. Let's lift each other up. And let's continue to be The Body of Christ! 
*********************************************************************** 
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March 2021 Newsletter Article 

 
I am so very glad to be back from my educational sabbatical and joining you in worship on March 7. It seems like I have 
been away for an eternity. I have missed my family and I have missed all of you very much.  You just don’t know how 
much I love you and enjoy being with you in the name of Christ. 
 
As we enter into March, many people begin to turn their attention to the wonderful events of spring. And this includes 
green grass, budding trees, and being able to get out more to simply enjoy the sun.   
 
The last week of March is Holy Week with Palm Sunday falling on March 28, Holy Thursday on April 1, Holy Friday on 
April 2, and Easter Sunday on April 4. Given what we have all experienced over the previous year, I am certain that this 
will be a very special “Resurrection Sunday” (Easter) as we spiritually experience renewal, rebirth, and a recommitment to 
loving God and loving others. 
 
So in order to get yourself ready to experience Resurrection Sunday to its fullest, I encourage you to look around you 
during March for the small things that mean renewed life. This might include seeing a Crocus poking up through some 
snow, watching the buds on the trees swell as they begin to produce new leaves, seeing farmers getting ready for a new 
planning season, and maybe even listening to the children on the school playground as they experience some much 
needed time outside. 
 
And as a Child of God, I would encourage you to help others move towards Resurrection Sunday. And this might include 
things such as being aware of the expression on face and try to let your smiles lead the way, giving someone a small 
inexpensive gift that simply says, “I was thinking about you.”, and of course, invite others to come with you to Church on 
Resurrection Sunday. This is a great day when many people come to Church that otherwise might not respond to an 
invitation. So let’s invite them to be a part of our Church family. 
 
And let’s all pray for the Holy Spirit to bring ongoing and renewed life to our Church. And then let’s be open to receiving 
this renewed life as we move towards the greatest miracle the world has ever known. 
 
God bless, 
Pastor Mike 
**************************************************************************************** 
 
Audio/Visual Volunteers Needed 
Do you like to record others?  Do you enjoy running a soundboard? Or perhaps you enjoy working with a PC and setting 
up slides? And even if you don't have any training, but think that you would enjoy contributing to worshiping Christ in any 
of these ways, please see Angela Lantzky or Andy Young for more information. And lots of training will be provided, along 
with having a really flexible schedule.   
************************************************************* 
 
Children's Time Leaders Needed 
Do you love helping children learn? Would you be interested in leading children's time during the worship service on the 
Sundays that you are available? If you are, then we need your skills to help bring the teaching to life during worship 
services. You will be provided in advance with the teaching title, scripture, and the theme for each teaching. So you will 
have plenty of time to prepare for the teaching time. And you can volunteer for the Sundays that work with your schedule.  
If you are interested in helping in this way, please see Pastor Mike. 
******************************************************************** 
 
Need a 12 Foot Lighted Christmas Tree for Free? 
We have replaced our 12-foot lighted Christmas tree and we need to find a home (or a barn) for our previous lighted 
Christmas tree (some of the lights need replaced). Please see Pastor Mike if you would like the tree or if you know of 
someone who could use it. It is free. 
******************************************************** 

 

 



 

 

March Birthdays and Anniversaries 
  3 – Amy Krueger, Jeremy Abbas 
  4 – Dane Friesleben 
  7 – Marilyn and Karl Olsen 
  9 – Ruth Bohy, Mary Lester, Noah Maxheimer, Elizabeth and Nick McOllough 
10 – Hannah Bernhardt, Melissa Hansen, Cole Kirstein, Cindy Riley, Olivia Walton 
12 – Mike Mechem 
13 – Martha Busick, Alec Martin, Adolph Meinders, Deanna and Kevin Lehman 
14 – Melissa Hackley 
15 – Alison Rier 
17 – Alexis Morgan 
18 – Gary Anderson 
19 – Alivia Kirstein 
20 – Blake Jackson, Kelly Leist 
21 – Marilyn Mechem 
23 – Boone Ott, Zion Marshall 
24 – Carolyn Bowman 
25 – Pastor Mike and Juliet Gudka 
26 – Dean Kirstein 
27 – Lisa Hagie, Anson Warnke 
28 – Madden Johnson, Caleb Aswegan 
29 – Kyle Disney, Codie Jane Warnke 
30 – George Disney 
 

             Happy Birthday and Happy Anniversary to all! 
Note: If your birthday or anniversary is not listed, or we have the date wrong, 

  Please contact the church secretary. 
 
*********************************************************************************************************************** 
 
Thank you - - > Thank you to everyone in the Church family for the congratulations, gifts, etc. for the celebration of my 10 
years of being your Church Secretary. I truly love the work I do here and the people I work for!! 
Thank you everyone!! ~Jodi Kraft 

 
****************************************************************************************************************************** 

 
Clarion First United Methodist Church 

Church Council Minutes 
January 27, 2021, 7:00 p.m. 

 
 The Church Council of the Clarion First United Methodist Church met in a zoom meeting on Wednesday, January 
27, 2021 with fourteen members present: Denny Bowman, Jerry Boyington, Tana Boyington, Cathy Farwell, Pastor Mike 
Gudka, Janet Hennigar, Judy Kirstein, Kent Kirstein, Angela Lantzky, Ania Renteria, Joel Renteria, Craig Warnke, Kathy 
Watts and Bud Young. 
 Chairperson, Bud, called the meeting to order. Cathy offered devotions. Pastor Mike added 2 items to the agenda. 
Denny made a motion to adopt the amended agenda. Second by Judy. Voted on and carried. Kent made a motion to 
accept the minutes from the previous meeting. Second by Janet. Voted on and carried. 
 Kent reported that we ended the year with $40,000 in cash and the reserve fund is fully funded. The first payroll 
protection payment was forgiven. Tana made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s Report. Second by Cathy. Voted on and 
carried. 
 Discussion was held regarding filling the pulpit when Pastor Mike is gone. Blanks were filled in. Sunday school is 
restarting on February 7 following the same guidelines that have been in place. Whiz Kidz will be starting in February. 
Kelly Kirstein’s Sunday morning group is also starting again. No report on when Youth Group will start. 
 An idea for a soup supper was brought up. After discussion it was decided to wait for a while to see what is 
happening with the pandemic. 
 Craig made a motion to take Carol Townsend off Church Council and put her on Mission, Outreach and 
Evangelism per her request. Second by Janet. Voted on and carried. 
 Pastor Mike reported that the Worship Committee would like to have two services on Easter. Cathy made a 
motion to have two services on Easter. Second by Kent. Voted on and carried. It was decided to continue with only one 
service after Easter.  



 

 

 Pastor Mike reported that there is a wedding in August that Jake Johnson will officiate as it is family. Pastor Mike 
will still be there. 
 Wesley Covenant Association has asked us to be a site for their next conference. The cost is $150. Kent made a 
motion to proceed with it. Second by Ania. Voted on and carried. 
 The required statistical report has been completed and submitted. The Dows Methodist Church as no Pastor so 
Jodi will be going to Dows to help them complete theirs. 
 Discussion was held to decide whether to upgrade to the ProPresenter7 for online services this would allow the 
words to scroll on the screen but would also allow the Praise Team to be seen at the same time. The cost is $675.00 the 
first year and $399.00 each year after that. Craig made a motion to upgrade. Second by Cathy. Voted on and carried. 
 Since Pastor Mike will be gone in February, it was decided to not have a Church Council meeting. Pastor Mike 
reported that there will be no Ash Wednesday service either as he will be gone. 
 Education – Tana stated nothing further than was discussed earlier. Memorial – Janet reported a new 12 foot 
Christmas tree has been purchased. New ornaments and nativity will be purchased next year. SPRC – Jerry reported Jodi 
has been here 10 years and does a great job. Worship – Angela reported they discussed coverage while Pastor Mike is 
gone and the ProPresenter 7. Youth – no report. Finance – Kent reported that they are planning on finishing up the 
kitchen project and payoff the note as the pledges come in. They will meet with Trustees to prioritize their list to complete 
with funds available. MOE – Ania reported that money was sent for roofs on Churches in Malawi. They are looking at The 
Lighthouse as a possible new mission. They received a list of supplies needed for Beacon of Hope. Pastor Mike reported 
that a missionary from Germany that is serving in Malawi is coming in August and the hope is to have him speak and have 
a celebration of missions work. Trustees – Craig reported they have a list and will work on completing the prioritized 
items. UMW – Judy reported they are in a new district. No other report as circles aren’t meeting. 
 The next meeting will be in March. Cathy closed the meeting with prayer. 
 
 Respectfully Submitted, 

Kathy Watts, Secretary 

 
 
 
MARCH CALENDAR 
  2 – 3:30 – 6:00 p.m. Whiz Kidz, 
  7 – 9:30 a.m. Sunday school 
       10:30 a.m. Worship Service 
  9 – 3:30 – 6:00 p.m. Whiz Kidz, 
13 – 7:00 p.m. Deep Encounters 
14 – 9:30 a.m. Sunday school 
       10:30 a.m. Worship Service 
16 - 3:30 – 6:00 p.m. Whiz Kidz, 
21 – 9:30 a.m. Sunday school 
       10:30 a.m. Worship Service 
23 - 3:30 – 6:00 p.m. Whiz Kidz, 
28 – Palm Sunday 
         9:30 a.m. Sunday school 
       10:30 a.m. Worship Service 
30 - 3:30 – 6:00 p.m. Whiz Kidz, 
 
 
 
 
 
 


