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*********************************************************************** 
Keep up with Happenings in Our Church 
If you are a Facebook user, search for "Clarion First United Methodist Church" and join our page.  That way you will keep 
up with current happenings at our Church.  In addition, check out our website at https://www.clarionumc.com (no "f") and 
look at past teachings, see what is on the Church calendar, and lots more. 
****************************************************************** 
SUNSHINE VISITS -  
If someone is ill or in the hospital and would like Pastor Mike to make a Sunshine Visit to them, please let him or the office 
know. We don’t always know when someone is in need of him visiting. 
****************************************************************** 
Friendly Reminder from Staff Parish Relations Committee 
     Please remember that Mondays are the one day a week that Pastor Mike tries to save for rest and recuperation. In the 
event that an emergency, Pastor Mike would still like for you to contact him. 
 
*************************************************************************** 

 
Life Serve of Iowa - If you can donate, please call 1-800-287-4903 to set up an appointment. Blood is always needed. 
************************************************************************ 
When Church resumes: 
May Hosts: 
 8:30 a.m. – Tana and Jerry Boyington 
10:45 a.m. –  
 
May Liturgist: Nancy Nail 
************************************************************************************* 
 
New Birthday Ministry - Do We have your current address? 
We are starting a new Birthday Card Ministry and we hope to offer you a little love and recognition on your birthday. If you 
don't receive a birthday card, it could be because we don't have your date of birth, or we don't have your current 
address. Please contact Jodi in the Church office and make sure your information is correct. And when your big day 
comes around - HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 
****************************************************** 
 

Your Giving Makes a Difference 
Last week: $4,135 (4-19-20), Needed weekly: $3,270 

                                                              Year-to-date: $54,806, Needed year-to-date: $62,600 

http://www.clarionumc.com/
https://www.clarionumc.com/


 

 

 May 2020 Newsletter Article 
  
2 Thessalonians 2:16-17 (NASB):  Now may our Lord Jesus Christ Himself and God our Father, who has loved us and 
given us eternal comfort and good hope by grace, comfort and strengthen your hearts in every good work and word. 
 
Hope is an important concept for all Christians. And Paul in the Bible defines hope very differently than the secular world.  
While the secular world might say, “We hope that Jesus’ promise was real.”, Paul uses it more like this, “We know that 
Jesus’ promise is real; we just hope He will come soon.” In other words, Christ is the Way, the Truth, and the Life, and all 
who believe in Him and repent of their sins will live forever. This we know for certain. What we don’t know for certain is 
when He will return. And we hope it will be soon.” 
 
I know that this has been a difficult time all over the world. Some have lost their lives, others have had damage done to 
their heart and lungs that will shorten their life. Many have lost their jobs and don’t have enough money to pay their 
mortgage, their rent, or even food. My brothers and sisters in Christ, Satan is in a state of jubilation as humanity suffers 
and many begin to doubt. 
 
In the middle of all of this doubt, worry, and suffering, I want to share a vision of hope. While God did not cause all of this 
death, illness, and suffering; He stands ready to turn despair into real Biblical hope.   
 
And now is the time for us, the Church, to fulfill our role in offering God’s hope to our next door neighbor and to the world. 
 
During this worldwide strife, people are becoming more focused upon asking questions to the things that really matter. We 
have shifted from a focus upon worldly things and personal pride, to asking questions such as: “I wonder what will happen 
when I die?” “Is there anything bigger than the worldly things that used to drive my life’s desire?” “Where can I find a place 
that I can really belong and have my questions answered?” “Where can I be set free to love and be loved?” 
 
And the wonderful answer is that we, the Bride of Christ, should now be proactively going out and providing the true and 
eternal answers to these questions. In other words, God is using what Satan is doing to open the door for people to hear 
the Good News. And I believe that God is turning this satanic disaster upside down and into a worldwide revival. 
 
But are we, as the Bride of Christ, ready? 
 
During my teachings from January 5, 2020 through Easter Sunday, we have been exploring the role of the Bride or Christ 
and how the Holy Spirit has been getting us ready for just these times. We have been focused upon the powerful 
anointing that is coming to all of God’s people as seen in the Greatest Commandment: Matthew 22:37-38 (NASB): [Jesus 
said] “’You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’  This is the great 
and foremost commandment.” 
 
And it is now time to take our love of God and set it loose upon the world around us through the second Greatest 
Commandment: Matthew 22:35-40 (NASB): One of them, a lawyer, asked Him a question, testing Him, “Teacher, which 
is the great commandment in the Law?”  And He said to him, “‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and 
with all your soul, and with all your mind.’  This is the great and foremost commandment.  The SECOND is like it, ‘YOU 
SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.’  On these two commandments depend the whole Law and the 
Prophets.” 
 
And the most transformative, the most caring, and the most loving thing that we can do for our neighbor is to share our 
faith as an instrument of the Holy Spirit, with the goal of bringing them into an eternal relationship with Christ. This is our 
greatest and most beautiful callings. 
 
When I was planning these two teaching series during the latter part of 2019, of course I had no idea what was going to 
happen because of the Coronavirus and the economic downtown. But looking back, I can see that God had these plans 
all set in order to prepare us to be ready for today.   
 
As a result of this planning in late 2019, on Sunday, May 10, 2020, I will begin an eleven-part teaching series that 
explores what it means to live out the second Greatest Commandment: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” And 
the title of this teaching series will be “Learning to Love Others with Truth Plus Love.” In these series we are going to learn 
how to let our love of God (the first Great Commandment) be lived out by sharing that love with others (the second 



 

 

Greatest Commandment). 
 
My prayers are for you to be encouraged. We are the people where true hope is shared. And an enormous door has been 
opened for us to help bring in the harvest. And your role in this great harvest is incredibly important. So don’t let Satan’s 
despair get ahold of you. Instead, let the Holy Spirit’s hope mobilize us all, as we seek to share the love that we have 
found with others. It is time for us to pick up our cross and spread the Gospel. 
 
This is truly a wonderful period to help fulfill our Church’s mission: To know Jesus and to make Jesus known. And thank 
you for all that you bring to this Body of Christ in order to make this happen. Every single one of you are of the utmost 
importance to Christ. So let’s get engaged in this mission together, as the Bride of Christ and let’s see how many people 
from Clarion and the surrounding area that we can help join us in heaven. 
 
God bless, 
Pastor Mike 
************************************************************************************************************************* 
 

 
We Want to Hear from YOU! 
Below is a link to a congregational survey.  This free survey is only for those who are a part of Clarion First UMC; and it is 
completely anonymous. Only the aggregate totals will be reported to Church leadership. With the social distancing 
requirements, it is very difficult to stay connected and we need and want to hear from you. So please let us hear from you 
through this survey. We may send out the survey again in the future to see how you are doing. This survey is being 
provided to our Church at no cost.   
 
Please complete one survey per family and the deadline to respond is May 15, 2020. 

  https://assessments.gloo.us/a/RGVwbG95bWVudENvbmZpZ3wxNjY4NTYwOTY1MzcxNjkyODc2 

**************************************************************** 

May Birthdays and Anniversaries 
  1 – Luke Bernhardt 
  3 – Stacy Jackson 
  5 – Bonnie Young 
  6 – Kelly Kirstein, Paeten Schultz, Sara and Jeremy Abbas 
  7 – Madyson Hennigar, Owen Miller 
  8 – Jack Conlon, Brett Zieman 
  9 – Jadyn Jondle 
10 – Amy and Steve Krueger 
11 – David Lesher, Janice Morford 
12 – James Dorn 
13 – Dennis Hennigar 
14 – Tom Conlon, Charles Campbell, Abigail Aswegan 
15 – Kirk Rier, Nora Thompson 
18 – Mark Disney, Kaylee Smith 
19 – Dolores Bowman 
21 – Joe Morford 
23 – Tana Boyington 
24 – Kristal Anderson, Jody Johnson, Stan Busick 
26 – Fred Steenhard, Ed Southard, Tyler Warnke, Kathy Watts 
27 – Donna Speirs 
30 – Dave Flurer 
31 – Ken Bernhardt, Blaine Thompson 

 

Happy Birthday and Happy Anniversary to all! 
Note: If your birthday or anniversary is not listed,  

or we have the date wrong, please contact the church secretary.  
***************************************************************************************************************** 

https://assessments.gloo.us/a/RGVwbG95bWVudENvbmZpZ3wxNjY4NTYwOTY1MzcxNjkyODc2


 

 

 MAY CALENDAR 

Currently all activities at the Church are canceled due to the COVID – 19 pandemic. Please keep updated by going to 
www.clarionumc.com there are activities listed on the calendar on the website (too many to change at this point) but until 
we have further updates from the Governor the Church is closed. 
***************************************************************************************************** 

June 9, 2020 – Mary Cook will be celebrating her 95th birthday. She would love to hear from her former 
church members during this time of isolation. Please send her birthday wishes, prayers, etc. to: Mary Cook, 122 North 5th 
Avenue W, Apt. 216, Newton, Iowa 50208-3192 (this is a new address). 
*********************************************************************************************************************************** 
 
Do You Want to Join Our Church? 
If you would like to "place a stake in the ground" by becoming a member of our Church, please see Pastor Mike. While 
being a member will not get you a better place in heaven, it is certainly a powerful statement to declare Jesus Christ as 
your Lord and Savior and commit to finding ways to serve within our Church. 
************************************************************************** 
 
Going Deeper Spirit-filled Worship 
This worship service is filled with powerful music, testimony, prayer, and a relaxed atmosphere to love God and love each 
other. Come and join us and leave inspired, refreshed, and uplifted. This service is offered on the second Saturday of 
each odd-numbered month at 7:00 PM. Next scheduled service would be May 9, updates will be in the bulletins when 
Church services resume. 
************************************************************************* 
 
Beginnings:  Going Deeper 
This is a small group that includes praise, worship, prayer, fellowship, fun, and Bible study. And if you want to bring a 
snack to share, that is great too. Whether you have never read any of the Bible, or read the whole thing a hundred times, 
this is a great place to be. Beginnings is always on the fourth Sunday at 5:00 PM at Judy Watne's home at 210 6th Ave 
NE in Clarion. Next scheduled service would be May 24, please look for updates in the bulletins when Church services 
resume. 
**************************************************************************** 
 

http://www.clarionumc.com/

