
APRIL 2017 
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201 3RD AVENUE NE 
CLARION, IA 50525 
 

Pastor: Rev. Mike Gudka 
Church Phone: 515-532-2845 
Pastor Mike’s cell: 515-835-7847 
Email: pastormikegudka@gmail.com 
Website: www.clarionumc.com 
 
Secretary: Jodi Kraft 
Office Hours: Monday - Friday 8:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon 
Email: jodi@clarionumc.com 
 
Church Treasurer: Sam Moore 
Financial Secretary: Jodi Kraft  
Church Council Chair: Carol Townsend   
 
Custodian: Tim Wesenburg 
Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday - afternoons, Wednesday off 

    
Facebook Page  https://www.facebook.com/ClarionFirstUnitedMethodistChurch/. 
Make sure and "like" this Facebook Page so you can stay up to date on happenings around the Church! 

 

April Hosts – 
Traditional Service (8:30 a.m. – 9:30 a.m.)                     Contemporary Service (10:45 a.m. – Noon) 
  Connie and Mark Hill      Confirmation Class  

 
April Liturgist – Jeff Farwell 
 
COMMUNION STEWARDS for April:  

Maundy Thursday: Carol Townsend and Cindy Riley 
 
The Communion Steward Committee is asking for Communions Stewards for 2017.  Serving Communion is a 
simple, easy and wonderful opportunity to serve our Church. The listing of Communion Sundays is on the table 
at the back of the Sanctuary.  Please take a moment and select a Sunday or two to serve Communion. If you 
have not served before, those on our Communion Committee will be glad to help you with any questions.  We 
are Carol Townsend, Donna Miller, Deb Keller and Ania Renteria. Please give this request your prayerful 
consideration. 

 
GREETERS FOR APRIL: 
Traditional Service (8:30 a.m.) – Jeff Farwell 
 
 
 
 

Your Giving Makes a Difference  
Last week: $3,189 (3-19-2017), Needed weekly: $4,664 

Year-to-date: $34,106 Needed year-to-date: $55,968 

http://www.clarionumc.com/
https://www.facebook.com/ClarionFirstUnitedMethodistChurch/


 

 

April 2017 Newsletter 
 

As we near Easter, I want to share with you some information about an exciting outpouring of the Holy Spirit on 
our Church. But first, let me set some background. Many theologians refer to three-types of Churches in 
today’s world.   
1. The first type of Church is called “Management-Minded.” These Churches have turned inward and are 

focused on just paying their monthly bills and just preserving those who are still coming. Over time, most of 
these types of Churches eventually die.   

2. The second type of Church is called “Mission-Minded.” These Churches are quick to write a check for 
someone else to do the mission work. Unfortunately, these Churches are never transformed into becoming 
the true Body of Christ.   

3. The third type of Church is called “Missional.” These Churches are certainly willing to financiall support 
mission work; AND they are also always ready to go out into the world and do real hands-on mission work 
with the poor, marginalized, imprisoned, hurting, and orphaned. These types of Churches are what we see 
in The Book of Acts and are the true Bodies of Christ. These types of Churches change the world by going 
out AND they are in turn changed by what they do. And they not bring only their change back to the 
Church, but they also bring the outcast and hurting people back with them and include them in The Body of 
Christ. And these Churches always grow! 

 
Now getting out into the real world and helping others that are different from us is gloriously messy work. We 
get to encounter times when the system and culture have failed people; times when severely broken people 
act out in ways that are out of what we consider normal. We get to encounter families that are broken, police 
who are trying to help, and cycles of hurt and poverty that have gone on for generations. And sometimes, the 
people we are in mission to don’t know how to break the cycle. Sometimes what we do to help works, and 
sometimes it fails. But when we fail, we always get back out there and let the Holy Spirit correct what we are 
doing and just keep on living our lives in mission. 
 
When we do this kind of messy work, we do it out of love. And in the original Greek language, the New 
Testament uses a very specific word for “love”, it is called “agapeo” or what is commonly referred to as 
“agape.” When we reach out in mission through “agape”, this type of love has nothing to do with how we feel.  
Warm feelings come and warm feelings go. This type of love can only be expressed through taking action.  
And the action that is taken must be a sacrificial action.  We must be willing to give of ourselves. And finally, 
and this is the tough part, “agape” love expects nothing in return. 
 
Every time that Jesus used the word “love” in our English Bibles (except once), He really used the word 
“agape.” When Jesus tells us to “agape” our neighbor, He is setting a very high bar for what He expects from 
His followers. And the highest form of agape we have ever seen took place in the Garden of Gethsemane.  
Jesus’ divine side knew what He was facing; the beatings and the cross. And His human side did not want to 
do it. So Jesus cried out to the Father to find another way. And yet, Jesus got up and went forward. He took 
the action of the ultimate sacrifice that offers us the ability to be saved. And there is nothing we can do to earn 
it. It is a free gift through our belief in Christ. 
 
I am so very excited about the history of Clarion UMC in doing mission work through “agape.” And we are 
seeing the Holy Spirit greatly expand what is in store for us in the near future.   
 
Here are just a few examples of what we have been doing (and there are many other examples as well):  
Supporting HIS Kids, Scouting, CHICKS, and G3. Sending adults to the Walk to Emmaus and sending youth 
and hosting Chrysalis in our Church. Going out on past mission trips to places like The Beacon of Hope in Fort 
Dodge and others. Our Youth Group reaches out to all kids, regardless of their background and they are 
actively engaged in real-world mission work too. And other groups such as UMW and His Men are doing 
grass-roots mission work.   
 



 

 

And we can all say, “Praise be to God!” 
 
Now I want to share with you some new areas that have been approved by the Church Council. We are just in 
the beginning stages of developing each of these initiatives, so stay tuned for more information this Fall and 
listen for ways you can participate in this wonderfully, incredible, Holly-messiness of mission work.   
 
Some of the new initiatives include beginning to work with the residents in the Lantern Apartments and seek 
ways we can help meet their needs and include them in our Church family. This will complete our trio of 
long-term mission relationships with our local Clarion focus being on supporting the residents at The Lantern 
Apartments. Our Iowa focus will continue to be supporting The Beacon of Hope men’s shelter in Fort Dodge.  
And our long-term international focus will be supporting some need of the UMC in the African country of 
Malawi. As you may know, we are sending six people to Malawi in late July, and it will be their task to come 
back with a specific recommendation on how we can connect the gifts that the Holy Spirit has given to our 
Church with a need in Malawi. So more on this initiative in the Fall.   
 
Also, this Fall we will start a powerful Christian small group program called Celebrate Recovery. Celebrate 
Recovery helps people who have hurts, hang-ups, and habits that they want to change. About 30% of the 
people that come to Celebrate Recover groups have an alcohol / drug addiction, and the other 70% include 
people that have other addictions, like sexual or food addictions; or have been abused or have suffered 
traumatic events in their lives that are preventing them from feeling God’s love, forgiveness, and letting Jesus 
Christ set them free.   
 
And finally, we are deepening our prayer ministry. There is a room in the back of Fellowship Hall that is now 
dedicated to prayer. In the room there are books on prayer, a comfortable couch, and lots of other items that 
help a person prepare to pray. Anyone can use this room. And coming soon, we will be placing prayer cards in 
the pews and around the Church. If anyone needs confidential prayer, they can complete and place one of 
these prayer cards in the offering plate, or they can go out to our website to request confidential prayer. And 
we will train a team of volunteers who will pray for these people and keep it completely confidential. My friends, 
prayer changes everything! And I am excited about expanding our prayer ministry. 
 
I hope and pray that we all get ready for where the Holy Spirit is leading us. We are going to continue our long 
history of going out and engaging with those that need help and need to hear about Christ. We are going to get 
our hands dirty and our hearts pure. And we are going to work to include these people in our Church family, as 
we strive to become more and more like a true Body of Christ. 
 
God bless, 
Pastor Mike 
 

 
 

************************************************************* 

 

 
Life Serve of Iowa (blood drive) will be at the Clarion United Presbyterian Church on Tuesday, April 4 from 1-6 
p.m. for a blood drive. If you can donate, please call 1-800-287-4903 to set up an appointment or come when 
you can as a walk in. Blood is always needed. 
**************************************************************************** 



 

 

April Birthdays and Anniversaries 

  
 April 3 – Max Smith 
      7 – Ben Morford 
     10 – Parker Gniadecki, Jamie and Chance Wahl 
     11 – Alan Beenken 
     12 – Mateo Martinez, Kristal and Gary Anderson, Whitney and Dan Carey 
     15 – Jodi and Roy Kraft 
     16 – Louise Lester, Tanja Jensen 
     18 – Maureen Elston, Sue Mechem 
     20 – Jill Harrington 
     21 – George Boyington, Bob Murphy, Cindy and Doug Riley 
     22 – Jim Moore, Jr., Virginia Sadler 
     23 – Dixie Beenken, Holly and Steve Martin 
     24 – Bridget Warnke, Carol Townsend 
     25 – Mike Nail 
     26 – Pam Harklau 
     27 – Kay Brooks, Steve Jackson 
     28 – Tara Berning, Sharon and Terry Evans 
     30 – Karianne Johnson, Robin Meinders 
 

Happy Birthday and Happy Anniversary to all! 
  Note: If your birthday or anniversary is not listed, or we have the date wrong,  
  Please contact the church secretary. 
 
****************************************************************************************************** 

SUNSHINE VISITS -  
If someone is ill or in the hospital and would like Pastor Mike to make a Sunshine Visit to them, please let him 
or the office know. We don’t always know when someone is in need of him visiting. 
 
********************************************************************************************* 
Biblical Resources that are Uniquely Wesleyan (Methodist) 
Here is an outstanding website for strongly Biblical and uniquely Wesleyan 
resources:  http://www.seedbed.com/ . In addition to offering a store where you can purchase resources, this 
website contains lots of free resources. Check out the "Collectives" and "Podcasts" for some great support for 
your Christian journey. This website is maintained by Asbury Theological Seminary. They are a strong 
Bible-based seminary that educates over 1/3 of all UMC Pastors. Besides that, a lot of their stuff is just plain 
fun! 
************************************************************************************* 
 

Wednesday Evening Nursery Care Offered by Appointment Only 
Missy Hansen leads our efforts to provide nursery care on Wednesday evenings. But on several occasions she 
has been here and there were no kids that needed the nursery. To help Missy better manage her volunteer 
time, we will ONLY offer the nursery on Wednesday evenings by pre-arranged appointment. In other words, if 
you need nursery care on Wednesday evenings to attend a Church meeting or Church function, you must 
pre-arrange this with Missy. And of course, please give her plenty of advanced notice. And if things change 
and you no longer need the nursery, please call Missy and let her know. Missy's email address 
is misslibrarygirl@outlook.com.  And her cell phone is 816-383-3340. 
*************************************************************** 
 

http://www.seedbed.com/
mailto:misslibrarygirl@outlook.com
tel:(816)%20383-3340


 

 

April Calendar 
 
Holy Week is Coming 
As Christians we are an Easter People!  Participating in all of the Holy Week services is a way to walk the 
same journey that Christ did and deepen our relationship with our Savior.  So mark your calendars for the 
following: 

 Sunday, April 9 Palm Sunday:  8:30 and 10:45.  Don't miss Palm Sunday!  Bring your family and 
friends! These will not be regular worship flows.  Instead, we will experience Holy Week through the 
reading of scripture and powerful songs with the singers dressed in the attire of ancient Israel. Both 
services will be the same with the same music. 

 Thursday, April 13 Holy (Maundy) Thursday:  7:00 PM.  We will experience the Last Supper as our 
Choir sings songs of Easter and we celebrate the Last Supper on the same day of the week that the 
Apostles did. 

 Friday, April 14 Good Friday:  7:00 PM.  This is a powerful short and very quiet service as scripture 
is read, the altar is stripped, and things go to black as it appears all is lost. This service gets us ready 
for the jubilation on Easter! 

 Sunday, April 16 Easter Sunday:  8:30 and 10:45 this is the beginning of the 50 days of Easter!  It will 
be a celebration of Christ victory over the grave!  This is the single most important Sunday and every 
Christian should be in worship on this date and throughout the 50 days of Easter! In these services 
we will return to our normal worship styles. We will not have Communion, as we would have already 
had communion on Holy Thursday, like the Apostles did. 

 
 
Saturday, April 1 – Chrysalis Flight here 
Sunday, April 2 – Chrysalis Flight here 
        No Communion 
  8:30 a.m. Traditional Service 
  9:30 a.m. Sunday school and Confirmation 
 10:45 a.m. Contemporary Service 
Monday, April 3 
 3:30 – 6:00 p.m. Hiz Kidz 
Tuesday, April 4 
 1:00 – 6:00 p.m. Blood drive at UPC  

5:00 p.m. Tigers 
Wednesday, April 5 
 8:30 a.m. Bibles and Bikes 

3:30 p.m. CHICKS 
    3:30 p.m. G3 

5:30 p.m. Wolves 
6:00 p.m. Praise Team practice 
6:00 p.m. Youth Group team meeting 
No Education Team meeting 

 7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir practice 
Thursday, April 6 
 5:00 p.m. 2nd year Webelos 
 6:00 p.m. 1st year Webelos 
Saturday, April 8 
 7:30 a.m. His Men 



 

 

Sunday, April 9 – Palm Sunday  
 8:30 a.m. Traditional Service 
 9:30 a.m. Sunday school and Confirmation 
 9:30 – 11:00 a.m. Youth Group Spring Brunch 
      10:45 a.m. Contemporary Service 
Monday, April 10 
 3:30 – 6:00 p.m. Hiz Kidz 
Tuesday, April 11 
 5:30 p.m. Girl Scouts 
 5:30 p.m. Bears 
Wednesday, April 12 
 8:30 a.m. Bibles and Bikes 
 6:00 p.m. Praise Team practice 
  6:00 – 8:00 p.m. Youth Group 
 6:00 p.m. Mission, Outreach and Evangelism (MOE) meeting 
 7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir practice 
Thursday, April 13 – Maundy Thursday 
 7:00 p.m. Maundy Thursday Service 
Friday, April 14 – Good Friday 
 Church Office closed 
 7:00 p.m. Good Friday Service 
Saturday, April 15 – Newsletter Articles Due 
Sunday, April 16 – Easter Sunday 
  8:30 a.m. Traditional Service 
 9:30 a.m. Sunday school and Confirmation 
      10:45 a.m. Contemporary Service 
Monday, April 17 
 No School, No Hiz Kidz 
 7:00 p.m. Lydia Circle 
Wednesday, April 19 
 8:30 a.m. Bibles and Bikes 
 2:00 p.m. Isabella Thoburn at The Meadows 

2:30 p.m. Grace Stockwell 
3:30 p.m. CHICKS 
3:30 p.m. G3 

  5:30 p.m. Wolves 
 6:00 p.m. Praise Team practice 
 6:30 p.m. Trustees meeting 
 7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir practice 
Thursday, April 20  
 5:00 p.m. 2nd year Webelos 
 6:00 p.m. 1st year Webelos 
Saturday, April 22 
 7:30 a.m. His Men 
Sunday, April 23 
 8:30 a.m. Traditional Service 
 9:30 a.m. Sunday school and Confirmation 
      10:45 a.m. Contemporary Service 
Monday, April 24 
 3:30 – 6:00 p.m. Hiz Kidz 
Tuesday, April 25 
  5:30 p.m. Bears 
Wednesday, April 26 
 8:30 a.m. Bibles and Bikes 
 5:30 p.m. Finance Team meeting 
 6:00 p.m. Praise Team practice 



 

 

 No Chancel Choir practice 
 7:00 p.m. Church Council meeting 
Thursday, April 27 
 6:30 p.m. Pack meeting 
Friday, April 28 
 2:30 p.m. BINGO for Quarterly Committee 
Sunday, April 30 
 8:30 a.m. Traditional Service 
 9:30 a.m. Sunday school and Confirmation 
      10:45 a.m. Contemporary Service 
 

********************************************************************** 
Annual Circle of Friends Women’s Retreat, Twin Lakes Christian Center, Friday, April 7 – Saturday, April 8. 
“Victory for Life” speaker is Carrie Copley, life coach from Ames. Reservation includes 4 meals, snacks and 
motel-like accommodations for overnight. Early bird reservation is $110 by March 1st, $125 after. Reservations 
due April 1. Contact Marge Insko at 712-458-2146 or email cityfarm@ncn.net for more details or to make 
reservations. Please make check out to Manson UMW. Include your mailing address, email address and 
phone number and mail to: Marge Insko 241 12th Avenue, Manson, IA 50563. A schedule will then be sent to 
you. Sponsored by Our Savior United Methodist Women, Manson. Website: oursaviorumc.org 
*************************************************************************** 
Women of Destiny Conference, April 8, 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. The Dwelling Place (1204 Central Ave East, 
Clarion) $20 Registration fee, call The Dwelling Place at 515-293-2822 to register. Speakers include Kara 
Curry, Sherry Ellis, Sharon Ellingson and Angela Lantzky. 
*********************************************************************** 
 

 April 2017 – UWM Notes 
  
I’m writing this newsletter on St. Patrick’s Day. Finally we are getting some sunshine and most of the snow is 
disappearing. My hope is that when you read it in April, you will be getting your Easter Bonnets ready to wear 
and all thoughts of cold weather area a distant memory! 
 
I want to remind you of the social action Mission Projects we support as part of the North Central District of 
U.M. Women. They are: 

 Shesler Hall in Sioux City, Iowa. Shesler Hall is a home for women with special needs. 

 Bidwell Riverside Center in Des Moines. Bidwell builds hope for a positive future by helping 
those in need through their: Food Pantry, Child Care, Preschool, and Clothing Store. 

 Hawthorn Hill in Des Moines. Hawthorn Hill establishes and operates housing programs for 
homeless with children. They help them obtain permanent housing and provide services to help 
families achieve economic self-sufficiency. 

When we ask for support for these institutions, please give generously. 
 
Remember the reading program. Nancy will order books from the Library.  
 
The North Central District Spiritual Growth – Day apart will be held on Thursday, April 27 at the Slater UMC. 
The topic is “The Bible and Human Sexuality – Claiming God’s Good Gift”. This program is based in part on the 
book from the 2016 Mission u Spiritual Growth Study. If you are interested in attending this meeting, let me 
know and I will give you the specific information you need for the day. 
 
We also have a devotional time on Wednesday mornings at 8:30 in the church basement. Everyone is 
welcome to attend and when the weather is nice enough, we will be riding our bikes and then having coffee at 
Grounded. Please get those bikes serviced and ready to ride! 
 

mailto:cityfarm@ncn.net


 

 

The Bible Verse for April is 1 Peter 1:3-4, “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his 
great mercy he as give us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dean, 
and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade. This inheritance is kept in heaven for you.” NIV 
 
In all things remember to: “Live simply. Love generously. Care deeply. Speak kindly. Leave the rest to 
God! 
 
Enjoy Spring! 
Carolyn Bowman (UMW President) 
  
 

United Methodist Women have NEW cards for sale in the Fireside Room. The cards are marked on 
the end of the box. You may leave your money with the secretary or put it in a pew envelope on Sunday 
morning, mark it as such and put envelope in the offering plate. Thank you. 
****************************************************************** 
 
The UMW orders “Upper Room” daily devotional books for use by Church members, if you would like an 
“Upper Room” they are on the shelves at the back of the Sanctuary or on the spinner at the top of the stairs in 
the Education Wing. If you would like to make a Free-Will donation, please indicated on an envelope and place 
in the offering plate. 
************************************************************************************* 
 
Remember to Recycle 
Let's help the church and the environment. We are collecting cereal bags, and oral care items-such as 
toothbrushes, empty toothpaste tubes, empty floss containers, plus the plastic packaging that they come in. 
The church gets a donation for the items that are collected. The more we collect the more money the church 
receives. Let's see how much we can help the church and environment. You can also encourage friends and 
relatives to contribute. There is a gray recycle tub in the narthex of the church to place the items in.  
***************************************************************************************** 
 
Youth retreats – Calling all 6th to 8th graders! Join us for a weekend of Praise Band, Small Group sessions, 
Live concert, Speakers, Camp activities, Hands on Mission project, games, delicious food, movie and more! 
October 27 – 29. Wesley Woods Camp & Retreat Center, Indianola, Iowa. For questions contact Deke Rider 
deker@wesleywoodsiowa.org or 515-480-8962.  

**************************************************************************** 

Summer camps – Please contact Jody Johnson and/or Tana Boyington to look over the 
Summer Camps booklet. Several camps available for all age groups.  
************************************************************************* 
Upper Des Moines Opportunity, Inc. (UDMO) in Wright County is getting ready for their annual garden 
program. Donations of garden seeds, tomato and pepper plants, onion sets and garden tools such as gloves, 
trowels, watering cans, etc. plus monetary donations are appreciated. Office hours for UDMO are Monday – 
Friday 9 a.m. – 3 p.m., 221 West Broadway in Eagle Grove. For questions, call 515-448-3704. 
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Get ready.... 
YoUtH GrOuP's SPRING RETREAT is coming! 
April 29th-30th @ Clarion UMC 
All youth grades 7-12 welcome 
MEET: 4:00pm on Saturday, April 29th at Clarion UMC 
RETURN: around 3:00pm on Sunday, April 30th    
COST: $20/person (includes meals and transportation) 

BRING: Bible, sleeping bag & pillow, change of clothes, toiletries, and FRIENDS!!  
REGISTRATION: please turn in your signed permission slip and registration forms to a youth ministry 
volunteer (Emily, Jody, Darren, Dan, Kent, Allison, Anna, or Tyler) by Sunday, April 23rd!! 
 
*For this years service project we will be putting together UMCOR Health Kits.  Health Kits help 
disaster victims reclaim their dignity and self-respect and are used as teaching tools with children. 
When people can maintain personal hygiene, their overall health improves. Please help us in our 
efforts by donating the following items (One kit includes the following): 
 
1 new hand towel (15"x25" up to 17" x 27") 
1 new washcloth 
1 bath-sized bar of soap in wrapper (3 oz. or larger): No Ivory or Jergens 
1 large, sturdy comb (not pocket sized) 
1 new toothbrush in original sealed wrapper, not child sized 
1 nail file or fingernail clipper (no emery boards or toenail clippers) 
6 band aids (3/4"-1") 
 
You may leave donated items in the container located at the back of the church labeled YOUTH 
GROUP! Thank you in advance for all of your help and support!  
Will be taking donations until April 29th!  

 
 
 

CLARION FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES 

FEBRUARY 22, 2017 

 
 The Church Council of the Clarion First United Methodist Church met on Wednesday, February 22, 
2017 with fourteen members present: Ken Bernhardt, Carolyn Bowman, Dennis Bowman, Alison Friesleben, 
Pastor Mike Gudka, Janet Hennigar, Bob Herbst, Kent Kirstein, Jodi Kraft, Hannah McLaughlin, Nancy Nail, 
Carol Townsend, Kathy Watts and Bud Young. 
 
 Carolyn made a motion to approve the minutes from the previous meeting (September 2016). Second 
by Nancy, voted on and carried. 
 
 Pastor Mike reminded Chairpersons to set their meeting times for the year so members are aware of 
them and to let Pastor Mike or Jodi know of changes so calendars can be updated. 
 
 Bud reported on discussion that was held concerning Youth Group Team. Bud made a motion that the 
adult leader committee of the Youth Group be comprised of members of our church while allowing other adults 
to participate and offer input. Second by Dennis. Voted on and carried. 
 
 Kent made a motion to accept the revised Team Committees member list. Second by Bud. Voted on 
and carried. Janet made a motion to accept the 5 year goals for the Church. Second by Nancy. Voted on and 
carried. 
 
 Bud made a motion of support to put prayer cards in the pews, the prayer room and a place on our 
website. Second by Bob. Voted on and carried. 
 



 

 

 Pastor Mike asked if the at large members of the council could take the lead in arranging people to pray 
using the prayer cards and requests off the website. They would line up one person each week. 
 
 Pastor Mike reported on the Malawi Mission Trip. They are working on establishing an itinerary. There 
are 6 people planning on going. Hannah reported on the local mission plan. They would like to establish a 
relationship with Lantern apartments to support the needs found there. Pastor Mike reported on the Celebrate 
Recovery program. It is a Christian-based group that helps people with hurts, habits and hang-ups. Stan and 
Martha Busick are wanting to work with this. Bud made a motion to fund Stan and Martha to receive the 
training and materials to get the program up and running. Second by Bob. Voted on and carried. Pastor Mike 
expressed thankfulness for all of our expansion and programs in mission areas. 
 
 Jodi reported that the statistical report is done. Kent reported that audits have been completed. He 
reported on a program called Vanco to allow for ACH giving. Ken made a motion to use the Vanco program to 
allow for ACH/debit card use to be able to donate to the Church. Second by Carolyn. Voted on and carried. 
 
 Carolyn reported on the baby bags she has been getting together to give to new babies. She would like 
to change from a basket with baby items to giving a Bible picture book to these babies baptized in the Church. 
The council voiced support. 
 
 Alison brought up the fact that there are a number of children at the Church on Wednesday’s that are 
too old for the nursery but too young for Youth Group. It was decided to encourage them to stay in the Junior 
High classroom and it would be prepared by having games and activities available. 
 Pastor Mike reported that Jody Johnson is not able to attend Annual Conference, he asked if anyone 
else would like to attend. He reminded chair people to check their mailboxes in the Choir Room on a regular 
basis. Pastor Mike reported he has lined up speakers for each Sunday he will be gone for his wedding. He has 
also lined up someone to be able to do funerals. 
 
 Education – No report. Mission, Outreach and Evangelism – nothing further than has already been 
discussed. Trustees – Ken reported, they are looking at different options for the kitchen. The bell tower has 
some mortar that is loose. Hennigar is going to be cleaning the carpets in the Church on a rotating basis. They 
are looking at possibly resurfacing the parking and getting the stripes repainted. They are looking for someone 
to look at what can be done in the youth room. SPRC – Pastor Mike reported the janitor may have to have 
surgery and Carol has volunteered to take over while he is off. Memorial – Janet reported that they are working 
with the committee looking at the kitchen. More people are designating the money being given. Finance – Kent 
reported they are going to try to see if we can get the Audio/Visual project paid off this year so we can proceed 
to the next project. Worship – Alison reported they are working on getting a survey written up to be given to the 
congregation. UMW – Carolyn reported the Christmas Dinner was held. They have people working at getting 
ideas for the kitchen. The salad luncheon will be planned for May. 
 
 The next meeting will be April 26th. Pastor Mike closed the meeting with prayer. 
 
 Respectfully Submitted, 
 Kathy Watts, Secretary 
 
***************************************************************************** 
 

  


