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Facebook Page https://www.facebook.com/ClarionFirstUnitedMethodistChurch/. 
Make sure and "like" this Facebook Page so you can stay up to date on happenings around the Church! 
******************************************************************* 
Sunday Teachings are Now Online 
If you want to see the past Sunday teachings on “The Story”, please go to our website and click on “Teachings” 
at www.clarionumc.com  
 
****************************************************************** 

SUNSHINE VISITS -  
If someone is ill or in the hospital and would like Pastor Mike to make a Sunshine Visit to them, please let him 
or the office know. We don’t always know when someone is in need of him visiting. 
 
********************************************************************************************* 

 
Life Serve of Iowa (blood drive) will be at the Clarion United Presbyterian Church on Tuesday, January XX 
from 1-6 p.m. for a blood drive. If you can donate, please call 1-800-287-4903 to set up an appointment or 
come when you can as a walk in. Blood is always needed. 
 
***Taylor Hagie will be hosting a blood drive January 3rd from 12:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. at the United 
Presbyterian Church through a program with Red Cross. I decided to host a blood drive because I first donated 
at the Iowa State University blood drive my freshman year and it made me realize how important donating 
blood is and how many lives it can save! For example, my grandma, Candy, has used blood transfusions 
donated by generous blood donors. I'm now up to a half a gallon of blood donated and I will keep going! I want 
to give back to others by doing something that makes me so happy and makes such a difference! 

********************************************************************* 
Your Giving Makes a Difference  

Last week: $6,456 (12-23-2018), Needed weekly: $3,577 
Year-to-date: $167,563, Needed year-to-date: $186,104 

http://www.clarionumc.com/
https://www.facebook.com/ClarionFirstUnitedMethodistChurch/
http://www.clarionumc.com/


 

 

   January 2019 Newsletter Article 
Happy New Year!  I am so excited about what the Holy Spirit has been doing, is doing, and will be doing at our 
Church.  There are many large activities at our Church almost every day.  And most of these are directly a part 
of our Church’s activities; while several activities support some wonderful groups in our community.  And while 
the physical building is very busy, so are many of the souls that call our Church home.  Miracles are happening 
in our midst, souls are being saved, lives are being transformed; and we continue to work to fulfill our mission 
statement:  To Know Jesus and Make Jesus Known. 
 
Although I could go on and on about each one of these activities, for this article I would like to spotlight one in 
particular.  And this our new worship service that takes place in the Party Room at The Pizza Ranch.  These 
occur every month on the second Sunday at 5:00 PM.  The Pizza Ranch is graciously providing this room to us 
at no cost.  This new worship service is called “Beginnings” and we try not to call them worship services; 
instead, we call them “gatherings.” 
 
So why in the world would the leadership of our Church start a new monthly “gathering” at the Pizza Ranch?  
The answer is because research shows that many people who have never been to Church, those who have 
drifted away from the Church, and those that have been hurt by someone in a Church through things like 
gossip or legalism are very, very reluctant to walk through the doors of a regular Church on a Sunday morning.  
And the second answer is to fulfill our mission statement:  To Know Jesus and Make Jesus Known.  In other 
words, if people are reluctant to come into our Church building, then we will reach out to them. 
 
Now these “gatherings” at The Pizza Ranch are not like our current worship services (traditional or 
contemporary).  Instead, we are going “old school” and reaching back to the very early Christian Church.  This 
was a time when it was difficult to be a Christian (much like today).  This was a time when many people had no 
idea who Jesus really was (much like today).  And this was a time when a Christian worship service looked 
more like a “gathering” of interested people who were just “Beginning” to come into a relationship with Jesus 
(and we need this today). 
 
Beginnings gatherings are very simple in design.  And at the same time, wonderfully complex in the way the 
Holy Spirit is moving.  And these early services were focused upon singing, sharing your testimony, asking lots 
of questions, learning from scripture, and praying.  Just like the early Christian Church, Beginnings gatherings 
are not centered upon the Pastor.  Instead, these are freer flowing in a way that encourages and empowers 
everyone to really explore the reality of having Christ in their lives.  As a result, in the Beginnings gatherings no 
one stands at a pulpit and preaches.  Instead, it looks much more like a discussion or the sharing of ideas in 
order to find the truth.  And of course, it is perfectly okay to bring children. 
 
We held our first Beginnings gathering last month and we had 17 in attendance.  When it was over, many 
people asked if we could have these monthly.  So beginning on Sunday, January 13, 2019, we will do just that.  
We will meet every month, on the second Sunday, at 5:00 PM. 
 
Let me give you a feel for what happens in a gathering.  First, we have a time of fellowship with lots of 
breadsticks.  Then someone who had previously volunteered, shares a song that has great meaning to them 
and then shares their testimony about why that song was important in their walk with Christ.  We use a laptop 
computer to play the song.  Then we enter a time of discussion and more personal words-of-witness, then we 
have prayer, have a short Bible study, and then the group selects songs from a songbook, we sing three or 
four songs, and close in prayer.   
 
Beginnings gatherings are open to everyone.  Some will find it easier to attend Beginnings because of the time 
it is held.  Others will enjoy the more ancient, free-flowing, respectful, sharing of what is happening in their 
lives.  While others may be reluctant to “come to a Church worship service”, but instead they may be very open 
to attending a “Christian gathering of people who have lots of questions at The Pizza Ranch – and enjoy some 



 

 

breadsticks.” 
 
I want to encourage everyone to include in your regular prayers the people who attend all three of our worship 
services and the people who don’t yet know that they need to attend.  And pray for the Church leadership 
team, and of course, please keep me in your prayers.  Did you know that 80% of un-churched persons would 
come to Church if someone would only invite them?  So not only pray about this, but also act upon it.  And 
invite people to Church! 
 
I am very excited that today we have three completely different worship styles at two completely different 
locations.  While the core message will remain focused on Jesus and based upon the Bible, the “wrappings” 
around that message will look very different in each service.  So keep on inviting people to whichever worship 
service helps them feel the love the God.  And let’s keep on growing, transforming lives, saving souls, and 
filling heaven with a whole bunch of people from Clarion. 
 
God bless, 
Pastor Mike 

 
**************************************************************************************************** 

 
Friendly Reminder from Staff Parish Relations Committee 
     Please remember that Mondays are the one day a week that Pastor Mike tries to save for rest and 
recuperation. In the event that an emergency, Pastor Mike would still like for you to contact him. 
 
**************************************************************************** 
January Hosts –  
      10:45 a.m. Contemporary  - Jake and Karianne Johnson 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~† † †~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
January Liturgist –  

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~† † †~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
January Communion Stewards:  8:30 a.m. – Donna Miller and Deb Keller 
           10:45 a.m. –  
 
As we look forward to a new year, we are in need of Communion Stewards for both services. Please sign-up 
on the Communion Stewards clipboard at the back of the Sanctuary. Thank you for prayerfully considering this 
need. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~† † †~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

January Calendar 
 1 – Happy New Year! Church office closed 
 2 – 8:30 a.m. Bibles and Bikes 
        2:00 – 3:30 p.m. CHICKS 
        6:00 p.m. Youth Group Team meeting 
        6:00 p.m. Praise Team practice 
        6:00 p.m. 2nd year Webelos 
        No Education Team meeting in January 
        7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir practice 
  3 – 1:00 – 6:00 p.m. Blood drive at UPC, date changed due to Holiday, Taylor Hagie is hosting 



 

 

  6 – Communion Sunday 
        8:30 a.m. Traditional Service 
        9:40 a.m. Sunday school 
      10:40 a.m. Contemporary Service 
         6:00 p.m. DVD at The Meadows 
         6:30 p.m. Show “Fight Night” 
  8 – 3:30 p.m. Hiz Kidz 
  9 – 8:30 a.m. Bibles and Bikes 
        6:00 p.m. Praise Team practice 
        6:00 – 8:00 p.m. Youth Group  
        6:30 p.m. Finance meeting 
        7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir practice 
        8:00 p.m. Worship Team meeting 
10 – 10:00 a.m. Communion at The Meadows 
        7:00 p.m. SPRC meeting 
11 – Noon – Impact for Women (contact Martha Martinez) 
12 – 8:30 a.m. Moms Fellowship 
13 -  8:30 a.m. Traditional Service 
        9:40 a.m. Sunday school 
      10:45 a.m. Contemporary Service 
        5:00 p.m. “Beginnings” at Pizza Ranch 
        6:00 p.m. DVD at The Meadows 
        7:00 p.m. MOE 
14 – 5:00 p.m. Wolf and Bear Den meeting 
        6:00 p.m. Women at the Well 
15 – 3:30 – 6:00 p.m. Hiz Kidz 
        6:00 p.m. 1st year Webelos 
        6:30 p.m. Deep Love class 
16 – 8:30 a.m. Bibles and Bikes 
        No Isabella Thoburn in January 
        2:00 – 3:30 p.m. CHICKS 
        6:00 p.m. Praise Team practice 
        6:00 p.m. 2nd year Webelos 
        7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir practice 
20 -  8:30 a.m. Traditional Service 
        9:40 a.m. Sunday school 
      10:45 a.m. Contemporary Service 
        6:00 p.m. DVD at The Meadows 
        6:30 p.m. Trustees meeting 
21 – 6:00 p.m. Women at the Well 
        7:00 p.m. Lydia Circle 
22 – 3:30 p.m. Hiz Kidz 
        6:30 p.m. Deep Love class 
23 – 8:30 a.m. Bibles and Bikes 
        6:00 p.m. Praise Team practice 
        6:00 – 8:00 p.m. Youth Group 
        7:00 p.m. Church Council meeting 
        No Chancel Choir practice 
25 – Noon – Impact for Women (contact Martha Martinez) 
        2:30 p.m. BINGO for Quarterly Committee 
26 - 8:30 a.m. Moms Fellowship 
27 - 8:30 a.m. Traditional Service 
        9:40 a.m. Sunday school 
      10:45 a.m. Contemporary Service 
        6:00 p.m. DVD at The Meadows 
28 – 5:00 p.m. Wolf and Bear Den meeting 



 

 

        6:00 p.m. Women at the Well 
29 - 3:30 p.m. Hiz Kidz 
        6:30 p.m. Deep Love class 
30 - 8:30 a.m. Bibles and Bikes 
        6:00 p.m. Praise Team practice 
        7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir practice 
31 – 6:30 p.m. Boy Scouts Pack meeting 
 

************************************************************************ 

January Birthdays and Anniversaries 

  3 – Marlene Brown 
  5 – Jim Morford 
  7 – Kennedy Trca 
  8 – Alexandria Hackley, Teryl Marker 
10 – Gavin Disney, Indy Johnson 
11 – Luke Maxheimer 
12 – Miriam Jensen 
13 – Brenna Harklau, Hannah Leist 
14 – Chad Disney 
15 – Laura Beenken, Pam Smith 
16 – Jenna Clutter 
17 – Deb Geary, Sandra Larick, Amelia McOllough, Jean Snively 
18 – Katy Warnke, Dan Carey 
22 – Bryce Rasmussen 
26 – Manie Nel Sr.  
27 – Sara Abbas 
28 – Kasey Adams, Raven Kinnetz 
29 – Craig Warnke 
30 – Darren Johnson 
31 – Mark Bernhardt, Taylor Beenken 

Happy Birthday and Happy Anniversary to all! 
Note: If your birthday or anniversary is not listed, or we have the date wrong, 

  Please contact the church secretary. 
************************************************************************************* 

 

 
 
Wow, what an amazing church community we have!! We were absolutely OVERWHELMED by your support 
for our Christmas Dinner & Auction. THANK YOU so much to those who came to share a meal and show some 
love for the youth in this community. Truly, we are grateful and just hope we can bless others as much as you 
all have blessed us!!          -Clarion YoUtH GrOuP  
 
 
Iowa United Methodist Foundation – Scholarship information available at online at iumf.org/scholarships/ 
Over 100 scholarships available, these scholarships opened in December 2018. Find out the criteria by going 
to the above website. 



 

 

 
In memory of Doris and Bob Orcutt, Wendell and Joyce Nail, love from the family. 
 
In memory of Ron Clutter, Delmer & Marjorie Sanders, Curtis & Muriel Clutter, from Beth Clutter & family. 
 
In memory of my Kidney Donor, from Jenna Clutter. 
 
In loving memory of Blaine Nickles, love from the family. 
 
In loving memory of Marlene Mosher, love from the family. 
 
In loving memory of Ilo & Jennie Nickles, love from the family. 
 
In loving memory of Harriet & Melvin Tysdal, and Robert Tysdal, love from the family. 
 
In loving memory of Joel Renteria, Jr., (son), Todor Basarboliev (Ania’s dad), Marcos Estrada (foster son), 
from Ania & Joel Renteria. 
 
In loving memory of Robert Rauch, from his family. 
 
In loving memory Chad Hill, Dale & Avis Hill, love from Connie & Mark Hill. 
 
In loving memory of our parents H.I. and Miriam Hennigar, Alfred and LaVonne Stadtlander. 
 
In loving memory of Peg Garner (Nikki Conlon’s mom) and Leona Schroeder (Nikki’s grandmother), love from 
Nikki and Tom Conlon family. 
 
 
JANUARY, FEBRUARY AND MARCH QUARTERLY COMMITTEES 
 
January Co-Chairpersons: Nikki and Tom Conlon, Judy Kirstein 
February Co-Chairpersons: Janice Murphy and Beth Clutter 
March Co-Chairpersons: Kelly and Kent Kirstein 

   Bonnie and Bud Young 
 
Additional Committee persons: 

Sally and George Boyington    June and Allyn Christensen 
Bill Drury      Cathy and Jeff Farwell 
Deb and Mike Geary     Casey and Corey Howell 
Deb and Gary Keller     Kim and Tim Marker 
Jamie and Chance Wahl    Nancy and Paul Ahlstrom 
Kristine and Robert Ahrens    Cindy and Jim Dorn 
Abby and Dean Kirstein    Deanna and Kevin Lehman 
Holly and Steve Martin    El Marie and Manie Nel 
Dawn and Troy Schultz    Anna and Tyler Warnke  
Jill and Jeremy Campbell    Shirley and Steve Hill 
Kim and Kirk Disney     Micki and Chad Disney 
Rosa and Jorge Martinez    Barb Nail  
Joella Steffenson and Todd Sorensen  Nora and Brandon Thompson 
Tina and Doug Zieman    Darlene Borel 
Allison and Austin Warnke    Andy Young 



 

 

January 2019  
I want to thank all of you who attended our annual Christmas dinner.  Thanks to Isabella Thoburn Circle 

for a delicious meal and to the Executive Committee and the young women from our youth group for an 
inspirational program. Congratulations to Nikki Conlon who received our special recognition for Missions.  Nikki 
has been a hard-working and dedicated servant who shares her special talents with our church family.  
Blessings to you, Nikki, for all you do.  

I am looking forward to the start of a new year. The hustle and bustle of the busy months of November 
and December are now past.  We can take time to slow down a bit and enjoy a slower pace for a while.  

January would be a great time to pick up a book from our reading list and settle in when the wind is 
howling and the snow blowing across the fields.  Nancy Nail will order books that we can read and then 
discuss together.  Stop in and pick up the latest copy at the Clarion Library.  Also remember that we subscribe 
to the Response Magazine.  It can be found on the rack outside the nursery.  If you haven’t looked at one for a 
while, I think you will find the articles very informative and interesting.   

The Bible devotion part of Bibles and Bikes is still meeting in the church basement on Wednesday 
mornings at 8:30. We would love for you to join us.  

Lydia will meet in the Fireside Room on January 21 at 7:00 p.m.  The lesson is the Pledge Service by 
Katy Warnke.  

Isabella Thoburn is taking the winter months off and will meet again in the spring.  
Always keep our purpose in mind; it is what we are all about: United Methodist Women in Mission.  
Best wishes for a healthy and prosperous New Year.  
All in all we have much to look forward to. Whether you are in a Circle, a Bible Study, and the Reading 

group or are involved in the Church program in some other way, remember to Live simply.  Love generously.  
Care deeply. Speak kindly.  Leave the rest to God! 
                                           Carolyn Bowman 
           UMW President 
 

 

*************************************************************************** 
Fight Night is Coming Again 
Because of the overwhelming response to our first showing of the simulcast "Fight Night: A fun Date Night" we 
will be hosting this again on Sunday, January 6 from 6:30 PM to 8:30 PM.  Please register on the clipboard in 
the back of the sanctuary. No childcare will be available. 
*************************************************************************** 
 
Taking down the Christmas Decorations 
Historically, the Christmas Decorations are left up until after the "12 Days of Christmas." This means that we 
will need lots and lots and lots of volunteers to help take down the Church's Christmas Decorations after the 
second worship service on January 6. Lots of volunteers of all ages can make this work happen quickly.  
*************************************************************************** 
 
"Beginnings" is a Hit! 
As you may know, we have started a new worship service that is held at The Pizza Ranch. Because of the 
success of this service, we will now hold these services on a MONTHLY basis. The "Beginnings" gatherings 
will happen on the 2nd Sunday of each month at 5:00 PM at The Pizza Ranch in the Party Room. So the next 
gathering will be on the 13th in January. Beginnings is open to everyone, including the un-churched and 
youth. And feel free to bring your children. It is modeled after the services found in the early Christian Church 
with music and lots of open discussion and words of witness. 

********************************************************************* 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Building Powerful and Deep Relationships that Last 
We don’t want surface and shallow relationships, right? We want to sink the roots of our relationship deep into 
love. And that’s exactly what the upcoming 5-session class called "Deep Love" can do. This class will be held 
on every Tuesday from January 15 to February 12. And it will be from 6:30 PM to 8:00 PM. During this class 
we will focus on helping you strengthen your bond as a couple and build healthy, God-honoring, 
relationships. This class is for new couples, engaged couples, old and new couples. All are welcome! This 
class is by the #1 New York Times bestselling authors Drs. Les and Leslie Parrott. And the topics will include 
“Personality,” “Communication,” “Conflict,” and “Adaptability.” The cost is $35 per couple for the Deep Love 
assessment, plus $15 per couple for the book, for a total of $50 per couple. The deadline to register is Sunday, 
January 6, 2019. This is so we can get the books ordered and received in time for the class to begin. If the cost 
causes a financial burden, please see Pastor Mike for some scholarship support. To register, please sign-up 
on the clipboard in the back of the Sanctuary or call the Church office at 515-532-2845. 
 
********************************************************************* 
 
Weather Related Church Closings 
If the Church is going to be closed due to bad weather, please remember the following.   

 Monday through Friday: If the school is closed then the Church is closed.   

 Sunday: You can look on the Church's Facebook page, or listen to one of the following radio 
stations: KQWC 95.7 Webster City (the announcements do not go out until 9:00 AM on Sundays); KJYL 
100.7 Eagle Grove (they post closings on their website at kinshipradio.org).   
 

****************************************************************************************** 

 

 
 

http://kinshipradio.org/

