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FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
201 3RD AVENUE NE 
CLARION, IA 50525 
 

Pastor: Rev. Mike Gudka 
Church Phone: 515-532-2845 
Pastor Mike’s cell: 515-835-7847 
Email: pastormikegudka@gmail.com 
Website: www.clarionumc.com 
 
Secretary: Jodi Kraft 
Office Hours: Monday - Friday 8:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon  
Email: jodi@clarionumc.com 
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Financial Secretary: Jodi Kraft  
Church Council Chair: Carol Townsend   
 
Custodian: Carol Townsend and Juliet Gudka 

 
Facebook Page https://www.facebook.com/ClarionFirstUnitedMethodistChurch/. 
Make sure and "like" this Facebook Page so you can stay up to date on happenings around the Church! 
******************************************************************* 
Sunday Teachings are Now Online 
If you want to see the past Sunday teachings please go to our website and click on “Teachings” at 
www.clarionumc.com  
****************************************************************** 
SUNSHINE VISITS -  
If someone is ill or in the hospital and would like Pastor Mike to make a Sunshine Visit to them, please let him or the office 
know. We don’t always know when someone is in need of him visiting. 
****************************************************************** 
Friendly Reminder from Staff Parish Relations Committee 
     Please remember that Mondays are the one day a week that Pastor Mike tries to save for rest and recuperation. In the 
event that an emergency, Pastor Mike would still like for you to contact him. 
 
*************************************************************************** 

 
Life Serve of Iowa (blood drive) will be at the Clarion United Presbyterian Church on Tuesday, November 5 from 1-6 p.m. 
for a blood drive. If you can donate, please call 1-800-287-4903 to set up an appointment or come when you can as a 
walk in. Blood is always needed. 

 
**************************************************************************** 
Shared Janitor Position Filled 
As many of you know, we had an opening for a part-time janitorial position. Staff Parish Relations Committee (SPRC) had 
only one person apply for the position. As a result, please join SPRC in congratulating Juliet Gudka in filling this 
opening. This is a shared ten-hour position that is split between Carol Townsend and Juliet Gudka. 

 
 

Your Giving Makes a Difference  
Last week: $1,449 (10-20-2019), Needed weekly: $3,942 

                    Year-to-date: $201,648, Needed year-to-date: $169,506 

http://www.clarionumc.com/
https://www.facebook.com/ClarionFirstUnitedMethodistChurch/
http://www.clarionumc.com/


 

 

   November 2019 Newsletter 

 
As we get ready to enter the wonderful holiday seasons of Thanksgiving, Christmas, and the New Year, things tend to get 
busy and can be rather hectic at times. So I have two recommendations for how to get through these wonderful, but 
sometimes challenging times: 
 
Matthew 22:36-40:  “Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?” He said to him,“‘You shall love the Lord 
your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the greatest and first commandment.  
And a second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ On these two commandments hang all the law and the 
prophets.” 
 
If we focus on deepening our relationship with God and deepening our relationship with others, then many things that we 
thought were important, turn out to be just busy work. And if we cancel the busy work, it frees up time to worship God and 
enjoy just being with our family and friends. 
 
Although this upcoming celebration period is a wonderful time for most people, for others it can be the most difficult time 
of the year. For those who have recently lost a loved one, they face an empty chair at the dinner table. For those who 
have lost their job, the financial stress of this season can be challenging. For those that suffer from depression, running 
around and trying to keep a smile on their face can make things worse. 
 
And I want to call out to everyone’s attention to how some depressed little children react to the stresses during this period 
when they are supposed to be happy. If a child has had a difficult time or a loss, a very common reaction is to simply 
isolate themselves. They might go sit far away from everyone in the room. Or they might seemingly disappear into their 
bedroom. The reason that I bring this up is because many times they will do this very quietly. And with all the tasks, 
duties, and busyness of the season, we might miss that they have withdrawn. So I want to encourage us all to take just a 
moment to see how the little are doing. Especially if they have lost a loved one, had to move or change schools, lost a pet, 
or had a tough time in some other way. 
 
And if you see a child exhibiting some signs of stress or depression, don’t call out their behavior for everyone to see. 
Instead, quietly and gently approach them. If they are young enough, they may not be able to express how they are 
feeling, they just know that they don’t want to be where all the noise and action is occurring. Let the child know that it is  
okay to feel whatever they are feeling. And maybe all that they need is for someone to sit quietly with them, as they work 
their way through their feelings. 
 
And for adults that have been through a difficult time, I always let them know that it is absolutely acceptable to take a 
Christmas off. After all, it will be back again next year. So don’t put too much pressure upon yourself to do too much or 
“fake it until you make it.” Just let family and friends know that you need to slow down a bit this celebration season. Feel 
free to let others take on things like baking, hanging the Christmas lights, or sending out Christmas cards. Take it slow 
during this season and focus upon drawing nearer to God and take some time to love other people. And to let other 
people love you too. 
 
If you have lost a loved one, I also recommend that you don’t have to act like nothing has happened. You can do some 
wonderful things to remember lost loved ones. For instance, you can place a flower on the chair where they usually sat for 
dinner. Or you can place a picture of them under your Christmas tree as you remember past fun times. It is perfectly 
acceptable for people to share stories about this person that they are missing so much. And it is perfectly acceptable to 
express your feelings of missing them by crying a little during this holiday season. 
 
So regardless of where you are at emotionally, before we get going with Thanksgiving, Christmas, and the New Year, do 
a little personal assessment. And then if you are excited and happy, or worried and depressed, see where you can fulfill 
the two greatest commandments. Whether we are happy or sad, drawing closer to God and to each other is always a 
good thing. 
 
God bless, 
Pastor Mike 
 

 



 

 

November Hosts – 
 8:30 a.m. – Cindy Riley 
10:45 a.m. – Barb and Jim Moore 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~† † †~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
November Liturgist – Jeff Farwell 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~† † †~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
November Communion Stewards: 
 8:30 a.m. – Shelley and Tim Fletcher 
10:45 a.m. – Ania and Joel Renteria 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~† † †~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Attention Recyclers: All the cereal bags for recycling need to be at the Church by December 8th. They will no longer be 
able to recycle after that. The oral hygiene including toothbrushes, empty toothpaste tubes, floss containers, plus the 
packaging will still be collected. The beauty products including lipstick and chapstick containers as well as mascara tubes 
and other empty containers from facial products will also still be collected. Coming soon there will be a list of toys that can 
be recycled, but please ONLY bring those on the list. Let’s all help the church receive a little extra income by recycling 
these products. Thank you! 
 
 

 

Youth Group dates for November are the 13th and the 27th  

 
*************************************************************** 
Join Pastor Mike, Juliet, and Matt for a Weekend at the International House of Prayer 
The International House of Prayer in Kansas City (IHOPKC) is an international nondenominational Christian organization 
that has been broadcasting prayer and worship 24 hours per day since 1999, along with providing many other powerful 
experiences. If you are interested in an uplifting spiritual experience where you just go to receive and get filled up to the 
brim with love, prayer, discernment, and prophecy; then Pastor Mike, Juliet, and Matt invite you to join them on 
an IHOPKC Weekend. And children are welcome to come as they will have all sorts of activities just for them. Pastor Mike 
and his family will be going to the IHOPKC Weekend in Kansas City that starts at 5:30 PM on Friday, November 1 and 
runs through 2:00 PM on Sunday, November 3. They will be staying at the La Quinta Inn & Suites by Wyndham Overland 
Park at 10610 Marty Street, Overland Park, KS. But you can stay at a different hotel. The cost at IHOPKC for the 
weekend is $49 if you preregister.  Here is a link for more details:  https://www.ihopkc.org/weekends/. Please see Pastor 
Mike or Juliet for more information. 
******************************************************************************** 
Bake Sale items needed: Wednesday, November 6 is just around the corner and we need you - your best pies, cakes, or 
cookies for the Bake Sale. Or is bread your specialty? Jellies and jams? Extra squash or pickles on hand? Whatever 
cottage food you do best is exactly what is essential. Bring your special items to the Fellowship Hall by 9:00 a.m. on 
November 6, cookies and bars plated and ready to sell. We will do the pricing. Thank you! 
********************************************************************************* 
Chicken and Biscuits Dinner and Bake Sale - Clarion First United Methodist Church 
Wednesday, November 6, 11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
Adults: $10.00, Children under 12: $5.00, Children under 3 FREE 
PIES are back, carry-outs available call 532-2845 to order 
************************************************************************ 
Wesley Covenant Association's Global Live Simulcast Called "Transformed" 
On Saturday, November 9 from 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM, our Church will be a live simulcast site for the third Wesley Covenant 
Association's global day-long event called "Transformed."  The day will be filled with uplifting worship and praise music, 
powerful preaching, and we all receive an update regarding the future of the United Methodist Church after the upcoming 
General Conference in May, 2020.  So come and be filled with the Holy Spirit, lifted up, and informed.  We ask that 
everyone preregister so we will know how much food to provide.  The cost of the event is $20 and you can preregister 
at https://wesleyancovenant.org/transformed/.  If you chose to have your meal here at the Church, then an extra fee 
will be charged at the door.  Please see Pastor Mike if you have any questions. 
*********************************************************************** 
 
 

https://www.google.com/maps/search/10610+Marty+Street,+Overland+Park,+KS?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.ihopkc.org/weekends/
https://wesleyancovenant.org/transformed/


 

 

All-Church Potluck on Sunday, November 10 (Change of date) 
We will hold an all-Church potluck immediately following the second worship service on November 10. The reason will be 
to celebrate the completion of the Kitchen Remodel Project and to bless our remodeled kitchen to do the work of Jesus 
Christ. So come and let's celebrate all that God is doing in our Church! 
********************************************************  
"Deep Encounters" Spirit-filled Worship Service 
Our first "Deep Encounters" worship service was a powerful Spirit-filled experience. It was well accepted that the Worship 
Committee has decided to offer this worship service on an ongoing basis. "Deep Encounters" will be on the second 
Saturday of the odd-numbered months at 6:00 PM. And we will start the regular offering of this worship service on 
November 9. Anyone can attend this incredible worship experience. You don't have to come to our Church; you don't 
have to come to any Church; so invite your friends and neighbors. 
********************************************************************************** 
Friday, November 15, 7:00 p.m. Christian Singer and Songwriter from Nashville - Tori Harper Live in Concert at 
Clarion United Methodist Church, No Tickets required, Free-will offering. Co-sponsored by KJYL/100.7 FM 
********************************************************************************** 
NW Iowa Women’s Conference  
Saturday, November 16, 9:30 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. at Faith Community Church in Palmer, Iowa. Cost is $30.00 (until October 
31), $35.00 (Nov. 1-16). Speaker is Gwen Smith, Girlfriends in God Co-Founder. Register at faithccpalmer.org Questions, 
call 515-329-6367 or email at registration@faithccpalmer.org 
********************************************************************************** 
“Beginnings:  Going Deeper” 
Our once per month gathering called "Beginnings" is moving in a new direction. First, we have changed the gathering 
time to the fourth Sunday (November 24) of each month at 5:00 PM. Second, the purpose has changed. This is now a 
Life Group led by Pastor Mike. It is open to EVERYONE, as we worship through music, prayer, and sharing. In addition, 
during this casual small group meeting we will have a Bible study lead by Pastor Mike. Third, the location has changed.  It 
will now be held in Judy Watne’s home at 210 6th Avenue NE, Clarion. So if you have been to Emmaus or Chrysalis, and 
would like to join a small group, then this is your invitation. If you are just interested in being in a small group where you 
can share, ask questions, learn, and be loved, then this is your invitation. If you don't know Jesus or if you have known 
him all of your life, then this is your invitation. If you don't like to speak in large groups, then this is your invitation. If you 
just want to come and check this out, then this is your invitation. And if you can (this is not required), everyone is invited to 
bring their favorite snack to share as we learn and grow together. 
******************************************************************************** 
“Activate” seminar given by TMS Global will be on Saturday, May 16, 2020. Registration will be from 8:30 – 9:00 a.m. 
Class begins at 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. with lunch provided. Participants must preregister no later than May 2. More 
information to come. 
************************************************* 

 

 
It has been an unusually cold and windy October so far but the sun is shining today and we are thankful for this 

day. We have had bountiful rains all summer and the crops looked to be very good yields but we have also had an 
abnormally rainy fall and the crop is still in the field. We are praying that the weather will clear and the fields dry so that 
harvest can be completed with the crop safely in the bins.  

When you get this newsletter, we will be working hard to make the annual Chicken and Biscuit dinner and Bake 
Sale a success. Thank you to all who will participate. The proceeds from this dinner help us to carry on our commitment 
to Missions as well as to the General budget of the Church.  

We are excited to get the chance to use our new kitchen. It is a big change from the old kitchen and we are 
thankful for the many hours of volunteer labor that has gone into the completion of the project. Don’t forget the all church 
potluck and kitchen blessing on November 10 following the second service. We hope everyone can make it to celebrate 
together. The church is humming with activity every month. We have programs for all ages. Youth programs, Bible 
studies, Women’s groups, Book Clubs, Circle meetings, Musical groups, Outreach and more. These are only a sampling 
of things you can be involved with in the church. If you have questions about any, give the church office a call and Jodi 
can direct you to the person that can give you more information.  

mailto:registration@faithccpalmer.org


 

 

Plan ahead for our Christmas dinner and program. It will be on Wednesday, December 4 at 6:00. The program 
this year is “An Old Fashioned Christmas”. All church women and girls are invited to join us. It is always a great way to 
begin the Christmas Season. I hope you will be able to attend.  

November is a time to “Count you many Blessings”. Remember the World Thank Offering and give 
generously. Also remember to support the Ingathering.  

Isabella Thoburn will meet at the Assisted Living Dining Room at 2:00 on November 20. Lydia will meet at 7:00 in 
the Fireside Room on November 18. This is the month for the World Thank Offering. Please plan to give generously. 
Anyone is welcome to attend either group.  

The scripture for November is Psalm 118:24 “This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad 
in it”. What a great scripture for this month of ingathering and harvest. Have a great month and in all things remember to 
Live simply, Love generously, Care deeply, Speak Kindly and Leave the rest to God!  
      Carolyn Bowman 

 

November Birthdays and Anniversaries 
 1 – Dennis Murphy, Colton Hennigar 
 2 – Owen Fishburn 
 3 – Tyson Berning 
 4 – Donna Diamond 
 5 – Karen Hill 
 6 – Abby Kirstein, Colton Warnke, Reed Abbas 
 7 – Austin Warnke 
 8 - Linda Klehm, Eathan Rasmussen 
 9 – Joy Amonson, Madolyn Kelley, Dustin Rief 
10 – Jon Drury, Leroy Jensen 
11 – Jerry Boyington 
12 – Iylah Walton 
13 – Manie Nel, Jr. 
16 – Emily Harris 
17 – Adelyn Howell 
18 – Preston Gniadecki, Maggie Wicks 
19 – Bev Claude, Micki Disney, Joel Renteria, Lauren Murphy 
20 – Maggie Marker, Ashley Walton 
21 – Jeff Friesleben, Denise Hocraffer 
22 – Jenna Anderson, Jillian Flurer 
23 – Evan Murphy 
26 – Sally Boyington 
27 – Rilley Ring-Foss 
30 – Brandon Schultz, Helen Southard, Jacqueline Kirstein 
 

Happy Birthday and Happy Anniversary to all! 
Note: If your birthday or anniversary is not listed, or we have the date wrong, 

please contact the church secretary.  
 
 

NOVEMBER CALENDAR 

3 – 8:30 a.m. Traditional Service 
      9:40 a.m. Sunday school 
    10:45 a.m. Contemporary Service 
      6:00 p.m. DVD at The Meadows 
 4 – Noon – “Impact for Women”, contact Martha Martinez 
 5 – 1:00 – 6:00 p.m. Blood Drive at UPC 
       3:30 – 6:00 p.m. Whiz Kidz 



 

 

 6 – 8:30 a.m. Bibles and Bikes 
     11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. Chicken/Biscuit Dinner and Bake Sale 
       2:00 – 3:30 p.m. CHICKS 
       5:00 p.m. Webelos (Cub Scouts) 
       6:00 p.m. Praise Team practice 
       6:00 p.m. Youth Group Team meeting 
       7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir practice 
       7:00 p.m. Education Team meeting 
 9 – 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. Wesley Global Gathering Simulcast in the Sanctuary 
       6:00 p.m. “Deep Encounters” – Sanctuary 
10 - 8:30 a.m. Traditional Service 
      9:40 a.m. Sunday school 
    10:45 a.m. Contemporary Service 
    Noon – All Church Potluck, Blessing of the New Kitchen 
      6:00 p.m. DVD at The Meadows 
11- 5:00 p.m. Proteus Clinic 
      5:00 p.m. Bears (Cub Scouts) 
12 – 3:30 – 6:00 p.m. Whiz Kidz 
13 – 8:30 a.m. Bibles and Bikes 
        6:00 – 8:00 p.m. Youth Group 
        6:00 p.m. Praise Team practice 
        7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir practice 
        8:00 p.m. Worship Team meeting 
14 – 10:00 a.m. Communion at Assisted Living 
          5:00 p.m. Praise Team practice 
          7:00 p.m. SPRC 
15 – 7:00 p.m. Tori Harper Concert in Sanctuary, co-sponsoring with KJYL 
17 - 8:30 a.m. Traditional Service 
       9:40 a.m. Sunday school 
     10:45 a.m. Contemporary Service 
       1:00 p.m. Clarion Emmaus/Chrysalis Gathering 
       6:00 p.m. DVD at The Meadows 
       6:30 p.m. Trustees meeting 
       7:00 p.m. MOE 
18 – Noon – “Impact for Women”, contact Martha Martinez 
        7:00 p.m. Lydia Circle 
19 – 3:30 – 6:00 p.m. Whiz Kidz 
20 – 8:30 a.m. Bibles and Bikes 
        2:00 – 3:30 p.m. CHICKS 
        2:00 p.m. Isabella Thoburn at Assisted Living Dining Room 
        5:00 p.m. Webelos (Cub Scouts) 
        6:00 p.m. Praise Team practice 
        No Chancel Choir practice 
        No Church Council meeting 
21 – 6:30 p.m. Pack meeting for Cub Scouts 
22 – 10:00 a.m. Proteus Clinic 
24 - 8:30 a.m. Traditional Service 
       9:40 a.m. Sunday school 
     10:45 a.m. Contemporary Service 
       5:00 p.m. “Beginnings: Going Deeper” 
       6:00 p.m. DVD at The Meadows 
25 – 5:00 p.m. Bears (Cub Scouts) 
26 – 3:30 – 6:00 p.m. Whiz Kidz 
27 - 8:30 a.m. Bibles and Bikes 
       6:00 p.m. Praise Team practice 
       6:00 – 8:00 p.m. Youth Group 
       7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir practice 
28 – Thanksgiving Day – Church office closed 
29 – Church office closed 
        2:30 p.m. BINGO for Quarterly Committee 
 
 


