
MAY 2017 
CLARION CONNECTION  
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
201 3RD AVENUE NE 
CLARION, IA 50525 
 

Pastor: Rev. Mike Gudka 
Church Phone: 515-532-2845 
Pastor Mike’s cell: 515-835-7847 
Email: pastormikegudka@gmail.com 
Website: www.clarionumc.com 
 
Secretary: Jodi Kraft 
Office Hours: Monday - Friday 8:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon 
Email: jodi@clarionumc.com 
 
Church Treasurer: Sam Moore 
Financial Secretary: Jodi Kraft  
Church Council Chair: Carol Townsend   
 
Custodian: Tim Wesenburg 
Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday - afternoons, Wednesday off 

    
Facebook Page  https://www.facebook.com/ClarionFirstUnitedMethodistChurch/. 
Make sure and "like" this Facebook Page so you can stay up to date on happenings around the Church! 
******************************************************************* 
Sunday Teachings are Now Online 
If you want to see the past Sunday teachings on “The Story”, please go to our website and click on “Teachings” 
at www.clarionumc.com  
****************************************************************** 

May Hosts – 
Traditional Service (8:30 a.m. – 9:30 a.m.)                     Contemporary Service (10:45 a.m. – Noon) 
  Sharon and Terry Evans (7 and 14)    Darren Johnson family  

 
May Liturgist – Sue Mechem 

 
COMMUNION STEWARDS for May:  

May 7 – Traditional Service:                                      
         Contemporary Service: Ania and Joel Renteria 
 
GREETERS FOR MAY: 
Traditional Service (8:30 a.m.) – May 7 – Dolores Bowman  
       May 14 – Carol and Leland Watts 
       May 21 – Klaas Andy Schutt 
 
 
 

Your Giving Makes a Difference  
Last week: $3,017 (4-23-2017), Needed weekly: $4,664 
Year-to-date: $52,950, Needed year-to-date: $79,288 

http://www.clarionumc.com/
https://www.facebook.com/ClarionFirstUnitedMethodistChurch/
http://www.clarionumc.com/


 

 

May 2017 Newsletter 
 
Happy Easter! OK, before you think that your Pastor is a little confused (well, this is probably true under most 
conditions), it truly is Easter.  Easter is not a single Sunday, instead Easter is a period of 50 days and it starts 
on Easter Sunday and runs until Pentecost. 
 
The reason that Easter is a period of 50 days is that not only did Jesus rise from the dead, but he appeared 
before over 500 people during this 50 day period. In fact, Jesus appeared before so many people, that no one 
at the time could deny that He was truly alive. The discussion during this time over 2,000 years ago was not, 
“Did He rise from the dead?”  But instead, it was, “What does this mean?” 
 
As you may know, when we put out the white paraments on the altar, it represents the highest and holiest 
periods on the Church calendar. And to celebrate the 50 days of Easter, the white paraments will be out during 
this entire time. 
 
We have seen through “The Story” how God used thousands of years of practice to point towards this time of 
Easter. It started clear back with the providing of a ram as substitute sacrifice for Abraham’s son Isaac. And all 
of these imperfect animal sacrifices that occurred over those thousands of years were in preparation for the 
once-and-for-all sacrifice of the Lamb of God. Always remember: 

 There is no forgiveness without repentance. 

 There is no salvation without sacrifice. 

 There is no belief without commitment. 
These basic understandings of the Christian faith culminate with Christ and those who truly believe in Him and 
follow Him. 
 
And from the Lutheran theology we also remember the five “Solas”: 

1. Sola Scriptura (Scripture Alone): The Bible alone is our highest authority. 
2. Sola Fide (Faith Alone): We are saved through faith in Jesus Christ alone. 
3. Sola Gratia (Grace Alone): We are saved by the grace of God alone. 
4. Solus Christus (Christ Alone): Jesus Christ alone is our Lord, Savior, and King. 
5. Soli Deo Gloria (To the Glory of God Alone): We only live for the Glory of God. 

 
All of these foundational understandings culminate on Easter! So simply put, we are an Easter people. All of 
our hopes, all of our teaching, and all of our doctrine rests upon these simple facts: Jesus lived, Jesus died, 
Jesus rose from the dead, and Jesus will come again. And we should truly take the full 50 days to wrestle with 
this amazing truth and what it means to each of us personally, and to the world at large. 
 
After the 50 day period of Easter, comes the second highest and holiest day on the Church calendar, and this 
is Pentecost. It is the only Sunday where the red paraments are out on the altar. 
 
Pentecost was originally a Jewish Holiday that celebrated the giving of The Law to Moses. Just like the annual 
slaying of the Passover Lamb was replaced by Jesus on the Cross, on that first Christian Pentecost, The Law 
was fulfilled by Christ and grace has now replaced The Law.   
 
After the first Easter and just a few days prior to Pentecost, Jesus ascended into heaven and returned to His 
rightful place in the Trinity.  And after He ascended, the Holy Spirit came to lead the Church of Christ on 
Pentecost. On this first Pentecost in the Christian tradition, the Holy Spirit came and thousands experienced 
spiritual rebirth.  It was probably the largest conversion event in all of history. This first Christian Pentecost is 
referred to as the “birthday” of the Church. So just like we don’t want to miss a single Sunday during the Easter 
period, we also want to be in Church on Pentecost. This year, Pentecost will occur on June 4. 
 



 

 

During this Easter period I want to encourage you to spend some time contemplating the absolute truths in the 
above three bullets and the five “Solas.” The basics of the Christian faith are simply not that complicated.  And 
regardless of where you are at on your journey with Christ, rest assured that God loves you and that you are a 
very important part of our wonderful Church family here in Clarion. 
 
God bless, 
Pastor Mike 
 

 

 
 

************************************************************* 

 

 
Life Serve of Iowa (blood drive) will be at the Clarion United Presbyterian Church on Tuesday, May 2 from 1-6 
p.m. for a blood drive. If you can donate, please call 1-800-287-4903 to set up an appointment or come when 
you can as a walk in. Blood is always needed. 
**************************************************************************** 
****************************************************************************************************** 

SUNSHINE VISITS -  
If someone is ill or in the hospital and would like Pastor Mike to make a Sunshine Visit to them, please let him 
or the office know. We don’t always know when someone is in need of him visiting. 
 
********************************************************************************************* 
Biblical Resources that are Uniquely Wesleyan (Methodist) 
Here is an outstanding website for strongly Biblical and uniquely Wesleyan 
resources:  http://www.seedbed.com/ . In addition to offering a store where you can purchase resources, this 
website contains lots of free resources. Check out the "Collectives" and "Podcasts" for some great support for 
your Christian journey. This website is maintained by Asbury Theological Seminary. They are a strong 
Bible-based seminary that educates over 1/3 of all UMC Pastors. Besides that, a lot of their stuff is just plain 
fun! 
************************************************************************************* 
 

Wednesday Evening Nursery Care Offered by Appointment Only 
Missy Hansen leads our efforts to provide nursery care on Wednesday evenings. But on several occasions she 
has been here and there were no kids that needed the nursery. To help Missy better manage her volunteer 
time, we will ONLY offer the nursery on Wednesday evenings by pre-arranged appointment. In other words, if 
you need nursery care on Wednesday evenings to attend a Church meeting or Church function, you must 
pre-arrange this with Missy. And of course, please give her plenty of advanced notice. And if things change 
and you no longer need the nursery, please call Missy and let her know. Missy's email address 
is misslibrarygirl@outlook.com.  And her cell phone is 816-383-3340. 

 
************************************************************************************* 
 
Calling All Guys Ages 16 and Up 
Come and join us on the 2nd and 4th Saturday of each month at 7:30 AM for His Men. Come and enjoy a free 
breakfast and some powerful fellowship just for men. 
************************************************************************ 

http://www.seedbed.com/
mailto:misslibrarygirl@outlook.com
tel:(816)%20383-3340


 

 

May Birthdays and Anniversaries 

  
 May 1 – Luke Bernhardt 
      3 – Stacy Jackson 
      5 – Bonnie Young 
      6 – Merle Poulson, Kelly Kirstein, Paeten Schultz, Sara and Jeremy Abbas 
      7 – Madyson Hennigar, Owen Miller 
      8 – Jack Conlon, Brett Zieman 
      9 – Jadyn Jondle 
     10 – Amy and Steve Krueger 
     11 – David Lesher, Janice Morford, Doris Orcutt 
     12 – James Dorn 
     13 – Dennis Hennigar 
     14 – Tom Conlon, Charles Campbell 
     15 – Kirk Rier, Nora Thompson 
     18 – Mark Disney, Kaylee Smith 
     19 – Dolores Bowman 
     20 – Brian Sorensen 
     21 – Joe Morford 
     23 – Tana Boyington 
     24 – Kristal Anderson, Jody Johnson, Stan Busick 
     26 – Fred Steenhard, Ed Southard, Tyler Warnke, Kathy Watts 
     27 – Donna Speirs 
     29 – Joann White 
     31 – Ken Bernhardt, Blaine Thompson 
 

Happy Birthday and Happy Anniversary to all! 
  Note: If your birthday or anniversary is not listed, or we have the date wrong,  
  Please contact the church secretary. 
 
*************************************************************** 

May Calendar 
Monday, May 1 
 3:30 – 6:00 p.m. Hiz Kidz 
Tuesday, May 2 
 1:00 – 6:00 p.m. Blood drive at UPC  

5:00 p.m. Tigers 
Wednesday, May 3 
 8:30 a.m. Bibles and Bikes 

3:30 p.m. CHICKS 
    3:30 p.m. G3 

5:30 p.m. Wolves 
6:00 p.m. Praise Team practice 
6:00 p.m. Youth Group team meeting 
7:00 p.m. Education Team meeting 

 7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir practice 



 

 

Thursday, May 4 
 5:00 p.m. 2nd year Webelos 
 6:00 p.m. 1st year Webelos 
Friday, May 5 
  Resevations due by 11:00 a.m. for May Luncheon and Guest Day 
Sunday, May 7 – Youth Sunday and Confirmation Sunday 
 8:30 a.m. Traditional Service 
 9:30 a.m. Sunday school and Confirmation 
      10:45 a.m. Contemporary Service 
Monday, May 8 
 3:30 – 6:00 p.m. Hiz Kidz 
Tuesday, May 9 
 5:30 p.m. Bears 
Wednesday, May 10 
 8:30 a.m. Bibles and Bikes 
 Noon – May Luncheon and Guest Day 
 6:00 p.m. Praise Team practice 
  6:00 – 8:00 p.m. Youth Group 
 6:00 p.m. Mission, Outreach and Evangelism (MOE) meeting 
 7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir practice 
Thursday, May 11 
 7:00 p.m. SPRC 
Saturday, May 13 
 7:30 a.m. His Men 
Sunday, May 14 – last day of Sunday school 
  8:30 a.m. Traditional Service 
 9:30 a.m. Sunday school 
      10:45 a.m. Contemporary Service 
Monday, May 15  
 Newsletter articles due for June, July and August newsletter 
 3:30 – 6:00 p.m. Hiz Kidz 
 7:00 p.m. Lydia Circle 
Wednesday, May 17 
 8:30 a.m. Bibles and Bikes 
 9:30 1.m. Isabella Thoburn May breakfast 

2:30 p.m. Grace Stockwell 
3:30 p.m. CHICKS 
3:30 p.m. G3 

  5:30 p.m. Wolves 
 6:00 p.m. Praise Team practice 
 6:30 p.m. Trustees meeting 
 7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir practice 
Thursday, May 18  
 5:00 p.m. 2nd year Webelos 
 6:00 p.m. 1st year Webelos 
Sunday, May 21 
 8:30 a.m. Traditional Service 
      10:45 a.m. Contemporary Service 
Monday, May 22 
 3:30 – 6:00 p.m. Hiz Kidz 
Tuesday, May 23 
  5:30 p.m. Bears 
Wednesday, May 24 
 8:30 a.m. Bibles and Bikes 
 5:30 p.m. Finance Team meeting 
 6:00 p.m. Praise Team practice 



 

 

 No Chancel Choir practice 
 7:00 p.m. Church Council meeting 
Thursday, May 25 
 6:30 p.m. Pack meeting 
Friday, May 26 
 2:30 p.m. BINGO for Quarterly Committee 
Saturday, May 27 
   7:30 a.m. His Men 
Sunday, May 28 
      10:00 a.m. Contemporary Service - Summer Schedule begins – see below 
Monday, May 29 
 Memorial Day – Church office closed 
Wednesday, May 31 
 8:30 a.m. Bibles and Bikes 
 

********************************************************************** 
 
Summer Schedule: May 28th begins our Summer Schedule with a 10:00 a.m. Contemporary Service. The 
Summer Schedule carries through Labor Day weekend. Traditional Services will be on the First and Third 
Sunday’s. Contemporary Services will be the 2nd, 4th and occasional 5th Sunday’s during the summer months. 
 
*************************************************************************************** 

 

 May 2017 – UMW Notes 
 
The old saying is that April showers will bring May flowers. In April, we’ve had our share of rain, frost, and 
wind. Even so, I am looking forward to the beautiful flowers we will soon enjoy. We will be getting the pots out 
of storage and planting them for the patio as soon as dange of frost is past. If anyone has extra annuals to 
donate to the project or would like to buy some of the flowers, we would be very grateful. Also we will be 
looking for help with the planting and care of the flowers. If you are interested in this project, please let Jodi or 
me know so that we can call you when we are ready to begin. 
 
Remember to put Wednesday, May 10th , on your calendar. That is the day for our Guest-day salad luncheon. I 
am please to tell you that Sue Mechem will be presenting a program titled “Fellowship and Quilting”. Sue has 
made many beautifully quilted articles in the last few years. She belongs to some quilting clubs and has 
participated in many quilting retreats. I’m looking forward to a very interesting program. Please let your Circle 
leader know if you plan to attend. If you are not in a Circle, you are invited to join us. Please let Jodi know that 
you plan to attend by Friday, May 5. It is always a great way to get together with members from our church and 
special guests. I hope that you will join us. 
 
One of the Mission projects we support is Bidwell Riverside Center in Des Moines. Bidwell builds hope for a 
positive future by helping those in need through their Food Pantry, Child Care, Preschool, and Clothing Store. 
Many, many persons are served and impacted positively by the Bidwell Center. Remember them in your 
prayers and please be generous when special offerings are taken. 
 
Remember the reading program. Nancy orders books that can be picked up at the Public Library. We get 
together once a month to discuss ideas and concepts we have read about. 
 
We also have a devotional time on Wednesday mornings at 8:30 in the 6th grade classroom in the basement of 
the educational wing. Everyone is welcome to attend and when the weather is nice enough, we will be riding 
our bikes and then having coffee at Grounded. Please get those bikes services and ready to ride! 
 



 

 

As you go about your month, in all things remember to live simply. Love generously. Care deeply. Speak 
kindly. Leave the rest to God! 
 
 Enjoy spring, 
 Carolyn Bowman 
 
**************************************************************************** 

United Methodist Women have NEW cards for sale in the Fireside Room. The cards are marked on 
the end of the box. You may leave your money with the secretary or put it in a pew envelope on Sunday 
morning, mark it as such and put envelope in the offering plate. Thank you. 
****************************************************************** 
 
The UMW orders “Upper Room” daily devotional books for use by Church members, if you would like an 
“Upper Room” they are on the shelves at the back of the Sanctuary or on the spinner at the top of the stairs in 
the Education Wing. If you would like to make a Free-Will donation, please indicated on an envelope and place 
in the offering plate. 
*************************************************************************************  
 
Remember to Recycle 
Let's help the church and the environment. We are collecting cereal bags, and oral care items-such as 
toothbrushes, empty toothpaste tubes, empty floss containers, plus the plastic packaging that they come in. 
The church gets a donation for the items that are collected. The more we collect the more money the church 
receives. Let's see how much we can help the church and environment. You can also encourage friends and 
relatives to contribute. There is a gray recycle tub in the narthex of the church to place the items in.  
***************************************************************************************** 
 
Youth retreats – Calling all 6th to 8th graders! Join us for a weekend of Praise Band, Small Group sessions, 
Live concert, Speakers, Camp activities, Hands on Mission project, games, delicious food, movie and more! 
October 27 – 29. Wesley Woods Camp & Retreat Center, Indianola, Iowa. For questions contact Deke Rider 
deker@wesleywoodsiowa.org or 515-480-8962.  

**************************************************************************** 
 

Summer camps – Please contact Jody Johnson and/or Tana Boyington to look over the 
Summer Camps booklet. Several camps available for all age groups.  
************************************************************************* 

 

 YOUTH SUNDAY! 
 
May 7th at the 10:45 a.m. Worship Service 
 
Join us this Sunday as the youth lead worship, share testimonies, and display their wonderful God-given 
talents. We will also be honoring our graduates, our confirmation students, and thanking our Sunday school 
teachers. This will be a Sunday you won't want to miss! 
 

********************************************************************** 
 

mailto:deker@wesleywoodsiowa.org


 

 

The First United Methodist Church 
Cordially invites ALL the women of the Church to our  

May Luncheon and Guest Day 
Wednesday, May 10 at Noon 

Reservations need to be made to Jodi by 11:00 a.m. on Friday, May 5, call 532-2845.  
****************************************************************** 
 
Support the Mission Trip to Malawi in Africa 
We will be sending seven people to Malawi in Africa from July 21 through August 5. And we are several 
thousand dollars short in being able to make this trip. Can you help? On Sunday, May 7 at both worship 
services, members of the team will tell you why they would like to go to Malawi and we will have a special 
offering to support them. In addition, on Sunday, June 4, the team will be serving a pork-loin lunch for a free 
will offering as a way to raise funds. And everyone is invited! If you can help out, please indicate on your check 
that your donation is to go to "The Malawi Mission Team." 

 
********************************************************************* 
 
Important Dates to Remember 

 Youth Worship Service on Sunday, May 7 in the 10:45 Service.   

 Confirmation Students brought into membership on Sunday, May 7 in the 10:45 Service. 

 Malawi Team special offering will be on Sunday, May 7. 

 Sunday School Teacher "Thank you" date is Sunday, May 7. 

 Last day for Sunday school before Summer break is Sunday, May 14. 

 Last day for Choir to sing before the summer schedule is May 21. 

 We will switch to our Summer Worship Schedule on Memorial Weekend, Sunday, May 28 and it will run 
through Labor Day, Sunday, September 3. We will have one worship service at 10:00 AM. The first 
and third Sundays of each month will be traditional, and the second, fourth (and if there is a 
fifth Sunday) will be Contemporary.  

****************************************************************************** 

 


