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*********************************************************************** 
 
Keep up with Happenings in Our Church 
If you are a Facebook user, search for "Clarion First United Methodist Church" and join our page.  That way you will keep 
up with current happenings at our Church.  In addition, check out our website at https://www.clarionumc.com (no "f") and 
look at past teachings, see what is on the Church calendar, and lots more. 
****************************************************************** 
 
Friendly Reminder from Staff Parish Relations Committee 
     Please remember that Mondays are the one day a week that Pastor Mike tries to save for rest and recuperation. In the 
event that an emergency, Pastor Mike would still like for you to contact him. 
********************************************************************* 
 
October Liturgist: Jeff Farwell 
 
October Hosts: 8:30 a.m. – Carolyn and Dennis Bowman  
                         10:45 a.m. – Lynette and Dan Smith 
******************************************************* 
NEW!  Way to Worship! 
We now offer three ways to join your Church family in worship. And our prayers are that you will stay connected with your 
Church home and find the worship service that works best for your situation: 

 In-Person Worship:  Sunday's at 10:30 AM with alternating worship styles, September 12th 8:30 a.m. Traditional 
Service, 10:45 a.m. Contemporary Service 

 Recorded Worship:  This is available on our website by Tuesday of each Week at www.clarionumc.com. 

 Live-Streaming Worship: This is available on our website at www.clarionumc.com 

Let's all stay connected. Let's lift each other up. And let's continue to be The Body of Christ! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Your Giving Makes a Difference 

Last week: $2,960 (9-19-2021), Needed weekly: $4,291 

                                         Year-to-date: $195,218, Needed year-to-date: $163,071 

http://www.clarionumc.com/
https://www.clarionumc.com/
http://www.clarionumc.com/


 

 

 October 2021 Newsletter Article 
 
I always love to see how God takes good things in our life and makes them better. And I really love how He takes difficult 
times in our lives and makes them glorious. Now God never changes, because He is complete and whole. But I believe 
that He loves to teach His children and take us through change in order that we may grow more in love with Him and each 
other. 
 
As some of you experienced prior to the COVID pandemic, we offered a once-per-month Bible study at Judy Watne’s 
home and we called it “Beginnings.” But we had to discontinue “Beginnings” because of the pandemic. As things have 
returned back to somewhat normal, I believe that God has been helping me expand my understanding about what 
Beginnings can be. In other words, He has been teaching me. 
 
As a result of what has been revealed, I have renamed “Beginnings” and we now call these once-per-month gatherings 
“Restored.” And we will be adapting these gatherings to resemble more of a house-type worship service than a Bible 
study. In other words, these monthly gatherings will look and feel more like the early Christian services where they met in 
homes. 
 
In each gathering, there will be three movements as we dance with the Holy Spirit to restore our lives to all that He wants 
us to be. The first movement will be praise and worship. We will sing contemporary songs and open our hearts to the 
indwelling of the Holy Spirit. This first part will be led by Angela and Jamie. The second movement will involve gentle and 
deep prayer. This part of the gathering will be led by Juliet. And the third movement will be interacting with God’s Word.  
And I will lead this part. And please know that these won’t always be in this order; sometimes we might not even get to all 
three; and we might even experience one movement multiple times. 
 
You see, I do not want to impose too much structure on the gathering. As the Bible says, John 3:8:  [Jesus said] “The 
wind blows where it wishes and you hear the sound of it, but do not know where it comes from and where it is going; so is 
everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 
 
The purpose for “Restored” is to open ourselves up for the “wind” or the “Holy Spirit” to blow during each gathering so that 
we all come away a little more restored or reborn in God’s love. 
 
And of course the Restored gatherings are open to everyone. I am hopeful that in this smaller, home-like environment, 
that we can all just relax and be moved by the Holy Spirit. I am praying that it will be wonderful, if not miraculous. And of 
course, if you have children, they are welcome to come. If you want to sit in a chair, you can. If you want to sit on the floor, 
you can. If you want to lay down on the floor, you can. I hope you can see how relaxed the environment will be. 
 
“Restored” will be on the first Sunday of each month at Judy Watne’s home at 210 6th Ave. NE in Clarion. We will start at 
5:00 PM with a light meal and everyone is encouraged to bring a snack to share. Although we don’t have an exact ending 
time, most of the time we will conclude around 7:00 or 8:00 PM. Again, we will let the Holy Spirit tell us when we can end 
the gathering. 
 
Our first monthly gathering will be on Sunday October, 3. And as for exploring God’s Word, we will be looking at the short 
letter in the New Testament called “Philemon.” In particular, we will look at how God addressed slavery. Unfortunately, 
most of us live with some form or slavery. For some, addictions have them imprisoned. For others it might be food, or 
negative self-talk. And for others, they might be enslaved by believing what others have said about them. All of us have 
some form enslavement that keeps us form deeply connecting with what God wants us to be and do. So as we work our 
way through Philemon, we will see some interesting things that were required to restore a whole and complete 
relationship. 
 
So please pray about “Restored” and if the Holy Spirit is calling you to be a part of this new group, then come and join us. 
 
God bless, 
Pastor Mike 
************************************************************************ 
 
Sunday Evening Worship at The Meadows 
We are restarting our Sunday Evening Worship at The Meadows in the Activity Room on the second floor. This is a 
recording of the worship service at the Church. It takes place at 6:00 PM each Sunday. 
**************************************************** 



 

 

"Restored" is Coming! 
A couple of years ago we held a monthly gathering called "Beginnings." We have made some changes to this program 
and we are now calling it "Restored." We will meet on the first Sunday of each month beginning on October 3 at 5:00 
PM. You are invited to bring a snack or other food item to share. We will meet at Judy Watne's home at 210 6th Ave NE, 
Clarion. And it is perfectly okay to bring your children. During our time together we will have a time of worship, a time of 
deep prayer, and a time to be stirred by God's Word. Everyone is invited to come! 
************************************************************************ 
Paid Nursery Attendant Needed During 10:45 Service 
In order to continue to increase consistency and safety for our children in the Nursery during the 10:45 worship service, 
the Church Council has decided to make this a paid staff position. It would be great to have two or three paid Nursery 
Attendants. That way they can rotate and no single person has to be here every Sunday. The pay is $15 per hour and we 
anticipate two hours each Sunday. Please see the job description and applications on the back table and talk with Pastor 
Mike if you have any questions. Nursery Attendants must be at least 18 years old and must pass a background check.  
********************************************** 
Volunteer Youth Needed for Nursery During the 10:45 Service 
We are looking for some youth volunteers (14 to 17) to help out in the nursery during the 10:45 worship service. If you are 
looking for some points for the school's "Silver Cord" award, this is a great way to do just that. All youth volunteers must 
pass a background check. And there must be an adult in the nursery at all times. If you are interested, please see Pastor 
Mike for details. 
****************************************************************** 
October 1 and 2 is Clarion’s Clean-up days. October 1st time is 8 a.m. – 3 p.m., October 2 from 8 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. This 
is the time to get rid of some junk, stuff, etc. There are things here in the church that will need to get to the location, 
please let Pastor Mike know if you can help haul some of these items. 
************************************************************* 
Updated news regarding the Williams UMC. They closed their doors one year ago. In November and December they are 
offering the beauty of their church by having a little tea room open for the holidays. Several dates are available. Please 
contact Karen at 319-329-6106 or email her at karen_john21@yahoo.com for further details. 

*********************************************** 
Clarion First United Methodist Church is planning the Chicken and Biscuit Dinner + Bake Sale for Wednesday, 
November 3, 11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. Please continue to watch the announcements for further updates. 
****************************************************** 

 
October Birthdays and Anniversaries 
  1 – Juliet Gudka 
        Kim and Bob Ott 
  2 – Lynette Smith 
  4 – Paul Ahlstrom 
  5 – Sydney Friesleben 
  6 – Dorla Hill 
  9 – Jennifer Mathis 
10 – Beth and Jim Ott 
11 – Pam Bradshaw, Carolyn Etter 
12 – Carson Ott 
13 – Zach Martin 
16 – Makena Marker, Jorge Martinez 
        Karianne and Jake Johnson 
19 – Marilyn Disney, Jan Murphy 
20 – Sally and George Boyington, Rose and Adolph Meinders 
21 – Howard Miller, El Marie Nel, Rhonda Ray, Brenda Steenhard, Ian Wahl 
        Helen and Ed Southard 
22 – Rob Miller, Bud Young 
24 – Dennis Bowman 
25 – Caleb Krueger, Elizabeth McOllough 
26 – Landon Fishburn, Jamie Wahl 
28 – Sara Morford, Ashley Rauch, Carol Watts 
        Mary and Norm Carlson 
30 – Tim Fletcher 
 

             Happy Birthday and Happy Anniversary to all! 
Note: If your birthday or anniversary is not listed, or we have the date wrong. Please contact the church secretary. 

*********************************************************************************************************************** 

mailto:karen_john21@yahoo.com


 

 

OCTOBER CALENDAR 
  1 – Church office closed 
  3 - 8:30 a.m. Traditional Service 
       9:40 a.m. Sunday school 
     10:45 a.m. Contemporary Service 
       5:00 p.m. “Restored” at Judy Watne’s home 210 6th Avenue NE, Clarion 
  5 – 3:30 – 6:00 p.m. Freedom for Youth 
  6 – 8:30 a.m. Bibles and Bikes 
        6:00 p.m. Praise Team 
        7:00 p.m. Chancel choir practice 
  8 – Church office closed 
10 - 8:30 a.m. Traditional Service 
       9:40 a.m. Sunday school 
     10:45 a.m. Contemporary Service 
12 – 3:30 – 6:00 p.m. Freedom for Youth 
        7:00 p.m. MOE (Mission, Outreach and Evangelism) meeting 
13 - 8:30 a.m. Bibles and Bikes 
        6:00 p.m. Praise Team practice 
        6:00 p.m. Middle School Youth Group 
        7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir practice 
        8:00 p.m. Worship Team meeting 
14 – 7:00 p.m. SPRC 
15 – Church office closed 
        12 – 6:00 p.m. Proteus Clinic 
17 - 8:30 a.m. Traditional Service 
       9:40 a.m. Sunday school 
     10:45 a.m. Contemporary Service 
       6:30 p.m. Trustees meeting 
18 – 7:00 p.m. Lydia Circle 
19 – 3:30 – 6:00 p.m. Freedom for Youth 
20 - 8:30 a.m. Bibles and Bikes 
     10:00 a.m. Communion and Fellowship at The Meadows Assisted Living Dining Room 
       2:00 p.m. Isabella Thoburn at Assisted Living Dining Room 
       6:00 p.m. Praise Team practice 
       6:00 p.m. Finance Committee meeting 
       7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir practice 
22 – Church office closed 
24 - 8:30 a.m. Traditional Service 
       9:40 a.m. Sunday school 
     10:45 a.m. Contemporary Service 
26 – 3:30 – 6:00 p.m. Freedom for Youth 
27 - 8:30 a.m. Bibles and Bikes 
        6:00 p.m. Praise Team practice 
        6:00 p.m. High School Youth Group 
        7:00 p.m. Church Council meeting 
        7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir practice 
29 – Church office closed 
31 - 8:30 a.m. Traditional Service 
       9:40 a.m. Sunday school 
     10:45 a.m. Contemporary Service 
***************************************************************************** 
 
Clarion First United Methodist Church Charge Conference 
This meeting will now be on Zoom, Monday, November 1 at 7:00 p.m. Please plan to attend this important meeting. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

October, November and December Quarterly Committees 
 
October Co-Chairpersons: Janet and Dennis Hennigar, Tana and Jerry Boyington 
November Co-Chairpersons: Nancy and Mike Nail, Janice and Jim Morford 
December Co-Chairpersons: Carolyn Etter, Linda Marker 
 
Additional Committee persons: 
  Alan Beenken    Pam Bradshaw                 Marlene Brown 
  Bev Claude    Helen and Larry Golden                Bob Herbst 
  Cheryl Hilgendorf   Rose and Adolph Meinders   Bob and Elizabeth Murphy 
  RoseAnn and Mike Bowman  Melissa and Terry Hackley           Denise and Richard Hocraffer 
  Dawn and Jim Rasmussen  Brenda Rauch     Amy and Scott Wiezorak 
  Emily and Mark Bernhardt  Trisha Barz     Janet and Mark Disney 
  Lisa and Alan Hagie   Sue and Mike Mechem    Teryl Marker   
  Tony Miller    Kendra and Miguel Chavez   Kim and Paul Gniadecki 
  Elizabeth and Nicholas McOllough Carol and Leland Watts    Kathy Watts   
  Mary and Norm Carlson  Deb Hennigar     Lesa Fishburn   
  Todd Sorensen 
********************************************************* 

 Clarion First United Methodist Church 
Church Council Minutes 

August 25, 2021, 7:00 p.m. 
 
 The Church Council of Clarion First United Methodist Church met on Wednesday, August 25, 2021 with 14 
members present in person and via zoom: Dennis Bowman, Jerry Boyington, Cathy Farwell, Pastor Mike Gudka, Melissa 
Hansen, Janet Hennigar, Judy Kirstein, Kent Kirstein, Jodi Kraft, Angela Lantzky, Tony Miller, Ania Renteria, Joel 
Renteria, and Bud Young. 
 Chairperson, Bud, called the meeting to order. Devotions were offered by Cathy. Adoption of the agenda with the 
additions of Nursery scheduling and CHICKS. Kent made a motion to accept the minutes of the previous meeting in June. 
Second by Dennis. Voted on and carried. 
 Kent presented the Treasurer’s Report. Dennis made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s Report. Second by Judy. 
Voted on and carried. 
 Welcome to Melissa Hansen as Education Chairperson, Tony Miller as Treasurer and Kent Kirstein as Youth 
Committee Chairperson. Cathy made a motion to accept Kent as Youth Committee Chairperson. Second by Dennis. 
Voted on and carried. 
 Pastor Mike gave an update on Craig Warnke’s health. He is improving and will remain as Trustees Chairperson. 
 Charge Conference paperwork was presented. Nursery scheduling (an addition to the agenda) was discussed 
and added to the 2022 budget that was presented as part of the Charge Conference paperwork. Kent made a motion for 
Education to make a job description and SPRC to figure out an hourly pay amount. Second by Melissa. In the 2022 
budget, Zoom was listed and Jerry made a motion to keep Zoom in the budget through September 2022. Second by Ania. 
Voted on and carried. Jerry made a motion to accept the Charge Conference documents, second by Melissa. Voted on 
and carried. 
 An update on Rally Sunday was given. Freedom for Youth (formerly Hiz Kidz) will join the BBQ on September 12 
and bring a bounce house. The bounce house may or may not happen due to insurance coverage. Paperwork from 
Freedom for Youth must be presented. 
 A tentative date for 5 year planning session has been set up as Sunday, January 30, 2:00 – 6:00 p.m. Everyone 
on the Church Council is encouraged to attend for planning the next 5 years of the Church’s direction. 
 No changes are planned at this time for policies within the Church regarding COVID-19 and the Delta variant. 
Because there is no nursery coordinator at this point, the Nursery will remain closed except for those parents who wish to 
watch their own children during services. Updates will come this fall as the school year progresses. 
 Praying in of Pastor Mike on Sunday’s. This will officially start on Sunday, September 19 at 7:45 a.m. during the 
school year and 8:45 a.m. during the summer worship. 
 Update on Christmas decorations funded by Memorial. A new tree was purchased earlier in the year. Additional 
items such as a new nativity and other decorations have been purchased and will make a great addition to the 
atmosphere for the Christmas season. 
 Pastor Mike encouraged Church Council members to check their mailbox slots in the Choir Room. 
 Pastor Mike thanked everyone who filled in for him while he was out on medical leave in July/early August. 
 CHICKS – Kelly is asking the Church Council to vote on her using the Church on Sunday’s during Sunday school 
time and continue her Wednesday’s from 1:30 – 3:30 p.m. The Sunday school room available to them will be the Adult 
Sunday school room downstairs. Kent made a motion to have CHICKS ministry continue in our church. Second by 
Melissa. Voted on and carried. 
  



 

 

Education – Melissa reported on Rally Sunday events, a letter will be sent out to parents of Sunday school 
children, a list of Teacher was given and updates as the school year progresses will be given.  

Memorial – A printed report was passed out and Janet reported a check had been written since the report was 
printed, Christmas decorations are being done by Juliet Gudka and Bonnie Young, with good things to come for the 
Holiday season.  

SPRC – Jerry reported that his committee had approved Pastor Mike to stay on for another year. Payroll 
increases were discussed and were presented in the Charge Conference 2022 budget. Worship – Angela reported there 
will be some new faces in the sound booth. Gary Keller and Theresa Hansen will trade off as pianist during the Traditional 
services. Discussion was held on Praise Team to go to “Overflow Conference” (something they have done for several 
years), the church would pay $750 to cover 80% of the hotel and ticket costs to send the praise band to this. This was in 
the 2022 proposed budget and was approved. Kent made a motion to allow the $750 to cover 80% of the hotel and ticket 
costs for the 2021 conference. Second by Jerry. Voted on and carried.  

Youth – Kent reported that they had just met. He has accepted the Youth Committee Chairperson position. The 
middle school youth will meet on one Wednesday evening and then the high school youth will meet on a separate 
Wednesday evening. The curriculum will be fluid and guest speakers will come to give their testimonials, etc. The first 
night for each group will meet at the Kirstein’s for a bonfire and night of fun.  

Finance – Items were already covered earlier, Tony, Sam and Jodi all worked on getting the new accounting 
system up and running, as of this meeting it’s installed and bills are being paid through this new system. Payroll has been 
set up for 2 months as well and seems to be going smoothly. 

MOE – Ania mentioned that sign-up sheets had been done for Rally Sunday and things had filled up. Sheets will 
also be put out for salad and dessert sign-ups for Rally Sunday. 

Trustees – Pastor Mike reported the cement replacement is still projected for this year. People who have giving to 
the window replacement have been wondering the progress. Craig has to use window companies to get specific 
measurements, etc. for the windows. The bottom windows in the Education wing will be worked on next. 

UMW – Judy reported that circles have started meeting again. They have met and are planning the Chicken and 
Biscuit dinner with bake sale for November, pies will be back instead of bars. 
 The next meeting will be September 22th at 7:00 p.m.  

Joys, concerns and prayers were brought up. Cathy closed the meeting with prayer.  
 

 Respectfully Submitted, 
Jodi Kraft, Church Secretary 

 
 
 

 


